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To Me$8TS. Flagg ^ BmM. 

QmnLMMMB, 

It gives us pleasure to Uam^ that you have 
proposed to publish an edition of Witherspoon^s Letters 
on the Education of Children^ and on Marriage. Tht 
reputation of such an author can receive no addition 
from a recommendation of ours. But if our recom^ 
mendation would be of any consequence to the publish* 
ersy we can, with great satisfaction state, that in our 
judgment, these Letters, like many other of that aur 
thor'^s writings, display a deep and exact discernmeiit 
of human nature, and contain a fund of christian wis* 
dom, suited to practical purposes*. The general circu- 
lation of the Letters would, we are confident, produce a 
salutary influence upon the happiness of domestic life^ 
and upon the character of the rising generation, 

LEONARD WOODS, 
MOSES STUART. 

Theelogieal Semintuj, Ani»ur, Feb. I9 1817. 
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LETTER L 

After so long a delay, I now set myself to fulfil 
my promise of writing to you a few thoughts on the ed-> 
ucation of children. — Though I cannot wholly acquit< 
myself of the crimes of laziness and procrastination, vet 
I do assure you, what contributed not a little to its oe- 
ing hitherto not done, was, that I considered it not as 
an ordinary letter, but what, deserved to be Carefully, 
meditated on, and thoroughly digested. The concern 
you show on this subject, is highly commendable : for 
there is no part of your, duty, as a Christian, or a citi« 
zen, which will be of greater service to the public, or. 
a source of greater comfort to y<5urself.. 

The consequence of my thinking so long upon it,, 
before committing my thoughts to paper, will probably 
be the taking the thing in a greater compass tnan eith- 
er of us at first intended, and writing a series of letters, 
instead of one. With this view I begin with a prelimi* 
nary to the successfiil education of children, viz. that 
husoand and wife ought to be entirely one upon this 
subject, not only agreed as to the end, but as to the 
means to be used, and the plan to be followed, in order 
to attain it. It ought to encourage you to proceed in 
your design, that 1 am persuaded you will not only 
meet with no opposition to a rational and serious ect* 
ucation of your children, but great assistance from 
Mrs, S ♦*»♦♦»♦ f. 




6 LETTERS ON EDUCATION* 

The Closed lines contained a c(»npliment, written, 
with great sincerity : but recollecting that there are no 
rules yet settled for distinguishing true compliment from 
flattery, I have blotted them out : on which, perhaps, 
you will say to yourself, ^^ He is fulfilling the character 
which his enemies give him, who sa^, it is the nature 
of the man to deal much more in satire, than in pane- 
gyric.^' However, I content myself with repeating, 
uiat certainly husband and wife ought to conspire and 
co-operate in every thine relating to the education of 
their children; and if their opinions happen, in any 
particular, to be different, they ought to examine and 
settle the matter privately by themselves, that not the 
least opposition may appear either to children or ser- 
vants, when this is the case, every thing is enforced 
by a double authority, and recommended by a double 
example : but when it is otherwise, the pains taken are 
commonly more than lost, not being able to do any 
good, and certainly producing very much evil. 

Be pleased to remember, that this is by no means 
intended asainst those unhappy couples, who, being es- 
sentially different in principles and character, live in a 
state of continual war. It is of little advantage to 
speak either to, or of such persons. But even differen- 
tes incomparably smaller, are of very bad consequence : 
when one, for example, thinks a child may be carried 
out, and the other thinks it is wrong ; when one thinks 
a way of speaking is dangerous, and the other is posi- 
tive there is nothmg in it. The things themselves may 
indeecL be of Httle moment ; but the want of concur- 
rtfoce in the parents, of the want of mutual esteem an^ 
deference, easily observed even by very young childreri, 
is of the greatest importance. 

As you and 1 have chiefly in view the religious ed- 
ucation of children, I take it to be an excellent prelim- 
inary that parental affection should be purified by the 
principles and controled or directed by the precepts of 
religion. A parent should rejoice in bis children, as 
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they are the gift of a gracious Gnd ; should put his 
trust in the care of an indulgent Providence for the pre* 
servation of hb offspring, as well as himself; should be 
supremely deskous that they may be, in due time, the 
heirs of eteraal life ; and, as he knows the absolute de* 
pendance of every creatureiipon the will of God, should 
be ready to resign them at wnat time his Creator shall 
see proper to demand them* This happy qualification 
of parental tenderness, will have a powerfiil influence 
in preventing mistakes in the conduct of education.— » 
It will be the most powerful qf all incitements to duty, 
and at the same time a restraint upon that natural fond-^ 
ness and indulgence, which, by a sort of fascination of 
fatality, make parents often do or permit what their 
judgment condemns, and then excuse themselves by 
saym^ that no doubt it is wrong, but truly they cannot 
help it. 

Another preliminary to the proper education of chil- 
dren, is a firm persuasion of tne benefit of it, and the 
probable, at least, if not certain success of it, when 
faithfully and prudently conducted. This puts an edge 
upon the spirit, and enables the christian not only to 
make some attempts, but to persevere with patience 
and diligence. I know not a common saying either more 
false or pernicious, than '*■ that the children of good 
men are as bad as others." This saying carries in it 
a supposition, that whereas the force of education is 
confessed with respect to every other human character 
and accomplishment, it is of no consequence at all as 
to religion. This, I think, is contrary to daily expert^ 
ence. ^ Where do we expect tqfind young persons pt« 
ously disposed but in pious families ? The exceptions, 
or rather appearances to the contrary, are easily ac* 
counted for, in more ways than one. Many persons 
appear to be religious, while they are not so in reality, 
but are chiefly governed by the applause of men. Hence 
their visible conduct may be specious, or their public 
performances applauded, and yet their families be neg« 
lected. 
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It must also be acknowledged that some truly well 
disposed persons are extremely defective or imprudent 
in this part of tfaeir duty, and therefore it is no wonder 
that it should not succeed.^ This was plainly the case 
with Eli, whose sons we are told, made themselves vile, 
and he restrained them not. However, I must observe, 
if we allow such to be truly good men, we must at the 
same time confess that this was a^eat drawback upon 
their character ; and that they difrered very much from 
the SsLther of the faithful, who had this honorable testi- 
mony given him by God, 'f I know him, that h^ will com- 
mand his children and his household after him, that 
they serve me.'^ To this we may add, that the child of 
a good man, who is seen to follow dissolute courses, 
draws the attention of mankind more upon him, and is 
much more talked of, than any otherperson of the same 
character. Upon the whole, it is certainly of moment, 
that one who desires to educate his children in the fear 
of God, should do it in a humble persuasion, that if he 
is not defective in his own duty, he will not be denied 
the blessing of success. I could tell you some remark- 
able instances of parents who seemed to labor in vain 
for a long time, and yet were so happy as to see a 
change at last ; and of some children in whom even af^ 
ter the death of the parents, the seed which was early 
^own, and seemed to have been entirely smothered, has 
at last produced fruit. And indeed no less seems to> 
follow from the promise, annexed to the command, 
Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it. 

Having laid down these preliminaries^ I shall say a 
few things upon the preservation of the health of cnil- 
dren. rerhaps you will think this belongs only to the 
physician : but, though a physician ought to be employ- 
ed to apply remedies in dangerous cases, any man, with 
a little reflection, may be allowed to form some judg- 
Ittent as to the ordinary means of their preservation. 

• Set Note A. 



^ The fu9c]ainental niles for preserving die health of 

children, are cleanliness, liberty^ and free air. By 
cleanliness, I do not mean keeping the outside of their 
clothes in a proper condition to be seen before compa-^ 
ny, nor hindering them from fouling their hands and 
feet, when they are capable of going abroad ; but keep- 
ing them dry in the night time, when young, and fre- 
quently washing their bodies with cold water, and oth- 
er things of the same nature and tendency. The sec- 
ond rule is liberty. All persons, young and old, Iovq 
liberty : and as far as it does them no harm, it will cer- 
tainly do them good. Many a free born subject is k^l 
a slave for the first ten years of his life ; and is so much 
handled and carried about by women in his infancy^ 
that the limbs and other parts of his body, are frequent- 
W misshapen, and the whole very much weakened ; be- 
sides, the spirits, when under confinement, are general- 
ly in a dull and languishing state^ The best exercise 
in the world for children, is to let them romp and jump 
about as soon as they are able, according to their own 
fancy. This in the country is best done in the fields ; 
in the city a well aired room is better than beins sent 
into the streets under the care of a servant, very few of 
whom are able so far to curb their own inclinations, dti 
to let the children follow theirs, even where they may 
do it with safety. As to free air, there is nothing more 
essentially necessarv to the 3trength and growth of an- 
imals and plants. If a few plants of anv kind are sowa 
in a close confined place, they commonly grow up tall, 
small, and very weak. I have seen a bed of beans in 
a garden, under the shade of a hedge or tree, very long 
and slender, which brought to my mind a young family 
of quality, trained up in a delicate manner, who if they 
ow at all, grow to length, but never to thickness,— 
o universal is this, that I believe a body of a sturdy 
or well built niake, is reckoned among them a coarse 
and vulgar thing. 

There is one thing with regard to servants, that I 




^lilfl vpdrticlitarlf reeommend to your attehttoh. AU 
children arejiable to accidentB ; these may happen un- 
avoidably ; but do generally arise ffom the carelessness 
of servants, and to this they are almost always attribu- 
ted by parents. This disposes all servants, mod or 
bad, to conceal them from the parents, when they can 
possibly do it. By this means children often receive^ 
hurts in falls or otherwise, which, if known in time, 
might be easily remedied, but not being known, either 
prove fatal, or make them lame or deformed. A neai^ 
relation of mine has a high shoulder and a distorted 
Waist, from this very cause. To prevent such aoci*' 
dents, it is necessary to take all pains possible 'to ae- 
cniire the confidence of servants, to ccmvince them of 
the necessity of concealing nothing. There are twO) 
dispositions in parents, which hinder the servants from 
Biaking discoveries ; the first is, when they are very 
fMissiondte, and agt to storm and rage against tlieir seiw 
rants, fof every real or supposed neglect. Such per^ 
sons can never expect a confession, which must be fol* 
k)wed by such terrible vengeance. The other is, when 
tb^T are tender-hearted or timorous to exeess^ whick 
maices Uiem show themselves deeply affected or greats 
ly terrified upon any little accident that befals their 
children. In this case, the very best servants are un- 
willing to tell them through fear of raiakin^ them mise« 
rable. In such cases, therefore, I would advise pa- 
tents, whatever may be their real opinions, to discover* 
them as little as possiUe to their servants. Let them 
still inculcate this maxim, that there should be no se«> 
crets concerning children, kept from those most neariy^ 
interested in them. And that there may be no tempta*- 
tipn to such conduct, let them always appear as cool 
and composed as possible, when any discovery is made, 
and be ready to forgive a real fault, in return for a can- 
did acknowledgment. 



LETTER II. 

If I mistake not, my last letter was concluded b;^ 
some remarks on the means of inducing servants to be 
carefid of ffae safety of children, and ready to discover 
early and honestly any accidents that might happen to 
beial them. I must make some farther remarKs uponi 
senrai^s. It is a subject of great importance, and in- 
separably connected with what I have undertaken. — 
¥ou will find it extremely difficult to educate children 
properly, if the servants of the family do not conspire 
m it ; and impossible, if they are inclined to hinder it. 
In such a case^ the orders issued, or the method laid 
down, wiH be neglected, where that is possible and 
safe ; where neglect is unsafe, they will be unsuccess- 
iaiSj or improperly executed, and many times, in the 
hearing of the children, they will be either laughed at, 
or comj^iaed of and disapproved. The certain con- 
sequence of this is, that children will insensibly come 
to £ook upon the directions and cautions of their parents, 
as unnecessary or unreasonable restraints. It is a 
known and ver^ common way for servants, to insinu* 
ale ikenedhrea into the affections of children, by grant- 
ifig them siK:h indulgences as would be refused them 
by their parents, as well as concealing the faults which 
ooght to oe punbhed by parents ; and they are often ve- 
ry successful in training them up to a most dangerous 
luelity in keeping the secret. 

V Such is the evil to be feared, which ought to havei 
beenm<»e lar^ly described: let us now come to the 
remedy. - The felundation, to be sure, is, to be very nice 
and carefiiA in the choice of servants. This is com- 
monly thought to be an extremely difficult matter, and 
we read firequently in public papers the heaviest com- 
plaints of bad servants. I am, hoWever, one of those 
who think the fault is at least as often in the masters. 
Good servants may certainly be had, and do generally 
iocliae of themselves to be in good families ; and when 
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they find that they are so, do often continue very long 
in the same, without desiring to remove. You ought, 
therefore, to be exceedingly scrupulous, and not with- 
out an evident necessity, to hire any servant but who 
seems to be sober and pious. Indeed, I flatter myself, 
that a pious family is such, as none but one who is eith- 
er a saint or a hypocrite will be supposed to continue 
in. If any symptoms of the last character appear, you 
need not be told what you ought to do. 

The next thing, after the choice of servants^ is, to 
make conscience of doing your duty to them, by ex- 
ample, instruction, admonition and prayer. Your fidel- 
ity to them will naturally produce in them fidelity to 
fou and yours, and that upon the very best principles* 
t will excite in them a deep sense of gratitude, and at 
the same time fill them witn sentiments of the highest 
and most unfeigned esteem. I could tell you of instan- 
ces (you will however probably recollect some your- 
self) of servants, who from their living comfortably, and 
receiving benefits in pious families, have preserved such 
a regard and attachment to their masters, as have been 
little short of idolatry. I shall just mention one — A 
worthy woman in this place, formerly servant to one of 
my predecessors, and married many years since to a 
thriving tradesman, continues to have such an un- 
diminisned regard to her master's memory, that she 
cannot speak of him without delight ; keeps by her un- 
til this liour the newspaper which gives an account of 
his death and character, and, I believe, would not ex- 
change it for a bill or bond, for a very considerable sum* 
But the third and finishing direction with regard to 
servants, is to convince them, in a cool and dispassion- 
ate manner, of the reasonableness of your method of 
proceeding, that as it is dictated by conscience, it is 
conducted with prudenceV : Thence it is easy to repre- 
sent to them that it is their diky, instead of hindering 
its success by opposition or negligence, to co-operate 
with it to the utmost of their power. It is notoelow 
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apy tmui to reason in some cases with ■■: his servants.—* 
Iliere is a way of speakio^ to them on such subjects, 
by which ypu will lose nothing of your dignity, but even 
corroborate your authority* While you manifest your 
firm resolutioil» never to depart from your right and ti^ 
tie to command ; you may, notwithstanding, at proper 
§easQos, and by if ay of condescension, give such gen- 
eral reaspns for your conduct, as to show that you are 
not acting by mere caprice or humor* Nay, even while 
ou sometimes insist, that your command of itself shall 
e a law, and that you will not sufier it to be disputed, 
nor be obliged to give a reason for it, you may easily 
^how them that this also is reasonable. They mav b^ 
told that you have the greatest interest in the welfare 
pi your children, the best opportunity of being apprised 
as to the means of prosecuting it, and that there may 
be many reasons for your orders, which it is unneces- ^ 
sary or improper for them to know. 
,^ Do not think that all this is excessive refinement, 
chimerical or impossible. Servants are reasonable 
creatures, and are best governed by a mixture of au- 
thority and reason. They are generally delighted to 
find themselves treated as reasonable, and will some- 
times discover a pride in showing that they understand, 
as well as find a pleasure in entering into your vie^tvs* 
When they find, as they will every (fiv by experience, 
the success and benefit of a proper method of education, 
it will give them a high opinion of, and confidence in 
your judgment; they will frequently consult you in 
their own afiairs, as well as implicitly follow your di- 
rections in the management of yours. After all, the 
very highest instance of true greatness of mind, and the 
best support of your authority, when you see necessary 
|o inteipose it, is not to be opinionative or obstinate, 
but willing to acknowledge or remit a real mistake, if 
it iA disoreetly pointed out, even by those in the lowest 
stations. Tne application of these reflections will oc- 
cur in several of the following branches of this subject* 
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The next dii&g 1 shall meatimi as neeesuuy, in or8> 
der to the ^eckicatioD of children, is, to establish as soon 
as possiUe, an endre and absolute authority over them. 
This is a' part of the sal^gect which requires to be &eat«» 
ed with great jodga^nt and delicacy. I wish I may be 
aUe to do so. Opinions, like modes and fashions^ 
change continaally upon every point ; neither is it easy 
to keep the jnst inidale, without verging to one or oth* 
er of the extremes* On this, in particular, we have 
eone in this nation in general, from one extreme to the 
fvery utmost limits o( the other. In the %>nner a^^ 
both public and private, learned and reli^ous edu* 
cation was carried on by mere dint of authority. This^ 
to be eare, was a savage and barbarous«method, and was 
in many mstances terrible and disguisrtii^ to the youth. 
Mow, on the other hand, not only severity, but author^ 
ity, » often decried $ persuasion, and every soil and gen- 
tle method, are recomm^ided, on such terms as jplaitt* 
Irv lead to a relaxation. I hope you will be convinced 
[dbat the middle way is best, when you find it recommen*- 
oed by the spirit of God in^bis word, Prov. xix. 18.—^ 
^Chasten thy son while there is hope, and lei not thy 
soul spai^ for bis crying.^' You will also find a cau- 
lion against excess in this matter, Col. iiL 21 . ^' Path* 
^^, provoke not your children to anger j lest they be 
discoiuraged.^' 

I have said above, that you should '^ eatablish as 
soon as possible an entire and absolute authority." 1 
would have it early, that it may be absolute, ana abso- 
lute that it may not be severe. If parents are too long 
in beginning to exert their authority, they will find the 
task very dificult. Children, habituated to indulgence 
far a few of Uieir first years, are exceedingly impatienil 
of restraint, and if they happen to be of stifi or obstinate 
temper6,rcan hardly he brought to an entire, at least to 
a quiet and placid submission ; whereaSj if they are ta- 
ken in time, there is hardly any temper but what may 
be made to yield, and by .early habit the subjection be- 
comes quite easy to themselves. , 



ftmhortty^m^t rifo Un be ikhnfatc/tfaat it may 
not be severe* The more complete and noifoeni a pah 
rent's autboritj is,' ^ ofiiraces wiH be more fare, pua^ 
iriuoenl Will lie leae aeeded, and the more gMtle kind 
0{ ^onectkm will be abuiidaDtly soffieient* We see 
f^erj where abeal.us ejpamples'of this. A pmwnt that 
baa once obtained, and knowa how to preserve aQthor- 
i^, wUl do' more hy a 4ook of displeasure, than anoth- 
er by the most passionate words and even blows. It 
holds universally in lamili&s and schools, and even thfi 
greater bedfes of men, Ae army and navy^ 4hat those 
wha keep the strictest discipline, give the fewest strokes. 
I have treqpently remmked that pareati, ew/emoi the 
softest ieo^^rs, and wbo^are £imed for the^reaiesi^ia*^ 
dillg(eaQa>lo tbeir efaildrea^ do^ notwithstandft^, connect 
fbem move freqpmn%, tad even more aeverefy, though 
t<^ tef y . littie pavpose, than^ those whekeepruptheir aii- 
dieeity. - The reason is piiean* Gbiideen, by foolish 
iadulgenee, become often sa froward and pendant in 
tbeir tempers, t^t they provoke their easy parentapasli 
endoiaifc^l so that Uiey are^oM%ed, if fi#tlo strike,.^ 
ait least t»soekl tbem^ in a mannet^as Mttle to their ownt 
erecKt, as their chikhren'a profits 

There is not a more disgusting sight than the impo* 
tent rage of a parent wha has no authority ^ Abioi^ 
the lower ranks of people, who are under no restraint 
fromdecetocy, yoo may somietimessee a fether ormoth-« 
er running x>ut into the stseel after a child wha is fled 
Irem them, with looks of toy and worcb of ^ecration ; 
end they a>e often stiqiid enough toims^ine that ne^^ 
borS'Or passengers wiU approve them in this eonduct^ 
tbottdh in ftict it mis every beholder with horror. Thm» 
jaaaci^fee'Of the same ft^uk to be seen in persons of 
better reik, (bongh efldpressing itsdf eomewhat different- 
fy. Ill woiris and aiceioations will often &11 outfae^ 
tween|)arents and children befiNte company; a sere 
sjg» that there is defect ef government at home or in 
private. The parent stuog^ willi s)moie al the miabeba* 
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iUnsr w indiiarelion of the child, deiireft lo peraua^k 
the dbeerven Ami it is nol his fault, and thereby eftct* 
imllr conTneea every peracm of r^eeticm that k w. ' 
1 womU thersfofe reeoaadead taev^pamic lo be^ 
gin the establislunent of aulbmty such BMie eafty ihiia 
ia€OflMMIily«ttppoeed to be poetttde: that lA^to iay, 
fimti aboi^ the age of eight or luoeiaoi^hs.^ Ydu wttt 
perhaps Mnile at thia : but I do astane ytm froai etipeit^ 
ence, itot by setting about it with pfii d eiia<| dsUberat^ 
tmn^ and atteadoa, it mstj be ia a osacMMK completed' 
by the age of twelve or fourleen Bsofiths. * Da not ioi^: 
agiae I neaa to bid yoa use tl^ rod at thataga^; mt 
ihe oontiaffy, I mean to prerent At use of it in a graa^ 
iQeaaufe^ a^id lo point oat a wav by wludh dutdrett'of 
swe^t and easy tempers may he oroiq^ 4o such a iAfe' 
it of eoaqplsanoe, as never to need ooiroelian atoll; 
aod whatever their temper may be^ lo need nueh l^s 
than upon angr other snppositioa* This is one of my fiih^ 
voaritie eohoiaesv tet me try to explain and reooatw 
mend it* 

' Habits HI general aMiy be very early ibrmed in ehil- 
dven* An assoeiatiOB of idoas is, as it w^re, the parent' 
of habit.* If then, you can aocttslom yottr <^ldren to 
perceive that your will mast alwajrs prevail ^ver theirs,^ 
when they are opposed, the thirqi; is done, and they 
will submit to it without difficult or regret. To brhig 
<bis about, as soon as they iMgia to show their inelma^ 
tma by desire or aversion, let single instances be cho^ 
sen now and then (not too freqnitiilty) to <:ORtradict 
ihfm* For exmnple, if a child shows a deatse lo hsrre 
any dnag in his hand that he sees^ vr has any thing in 
his hand with which he is delisted, lei die parent take 
it frbm^hHli) and when he doca so, ktno consMeiwiioiir 
whatever make him restore it at that tee* Then at "a*. 
considteraMe interval, peiiiaps a whole (faty is little 
ehou^, especially at flrat, let the same thing be repeat- 
ed. In the mean time, it must be be carefolly observed, 






tlttt BO aitesipt alMitllw made tei cootradiet tlw eiifld 
in die iMtervals. Not the least appeurMice of oppoei* 
tion, if pomible, should be fovnd between tbewtU of tfae 
ff^KM mid thBtirftheiAadf e»ept lifcttoe cheiea dbies 
vfaflii the pmiiC miMt alvi^s EHiBvaik 

I think ft jseceiBSMry Ai(t those etteaipls siMniki at 
vayftbe made aad repeated at proper intervals hjr the 
aaaepenon. It k afao bett«ril skoiiklbe hftm^fa^\ 
therdutt the aodier or anr femleattrodant^ because- 
fhejr will be iieoessQuriljF oUigred, in manjr easesy to dor 
things displeasiaff to the tkMLf as in^dreiBiBg, washing,; 
te. which spoil Uie operation ; neither is it aeeessary 
thatr they shoald interpose, for when once a All author^ 
i^ is established in one person, it can easily be ceoi!^ 
aaamcated to odters, as far as is prop&Tm Reaienil»np, 
however, that nwther or nnrse shoiild never psesome to 
ooodole with the chiU, or show any signs of displeas-. 
use at his being crossed; baton the contrafy^ give 
every inaik of appsobation, and of theip own submk* 
sion, to the same person* 

This eaaDcrimeBt freqnently wpeattd'wffl in a little 
time so psorfecdT habituate the chUd to ^Id to the pa^ 
rent whenever he interposes, that he will make no opn 
position* I can assure yon firom experieiMSe, haviM 
literally practised this method myself, that I never-had 
a child of twelve momhs old, bnt who would suffer me U> 
take any thinjg from him or her, witheot the least mark 
of anger or dissatisfaction ; while they would not sn&r 
any other to do so withont the bittovest complaints. — 
You wiH easily perceive/ how this is io be extended 
gradually and universally, from one thing to anodier, 
from oootsadicting to commanding them* fiut this, and 
several edier remarks upon establishing and preserving 
aathori^, must be reiured to ano&er letter* 

2* 
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LETTEB HL 

DEAR 3IR, 

Thb theory laid down in my last letter, for ettali^ 
fishing an early and abeohite avtberity orer ch^ire% 
18 of fmich grearler moment Iban, perhaps, you will im^ 
i^ediatety apprehend. There is a great <MTersity j» 
the temper and ditpositioii of children f and aa leae^ 
the penetrailkiA, prudence and resohitioii of |) aiiiMs #-#> 
From aU these cmcmistaiicesy difficvritm arise, which 
increase very fint as the work is delared* SoiBe chit 
dren lAve natamlly very stiff and obstinate t«npen^ 
and some have a certain pride, or if yon please, great- 
ness of mind, which makes them tliiiik it a mean thi^g 
ta jriehL This disposilioD is often greatly strengthen- 
ed in Aose ctf hq^ Wth, by the ideas of tbenr own dig- 
nity aod importance, iastiHed into them from their moth- 
er's mflk. 1 hare known a boy not six years of age, 
who made it a point of honor not to cry when he wss 
beat, even by nis parents* < Other cUidren have so 
strong passion's, or so great aensibiKty, that if they re- 
ceire correction, they will cry immoderately, and either 
be, or seem to be,^ affected to «K:h a degree, as to «Mka- 

C their health or life. Neither is it uncommon far 
parents in such a case to give up the point, and if 
they do not ask pardon, at least diey give very genuine 
mam of repentmice s^od sonrow for what they have 
done« 

I have said this is not uncommon, but I may rather 
ask you whether you know any parents at all, who ba^re 
so mudi prudence and £ffmnesi as not to be (Ms^Miraged 
in the one case, or to relent in the other ? At the same 
time it must always be ronembered, that tbe correction 
is wholly lost which does not produce absolute sidbmis- 
sion. Perhaps I may say it is more than lost, because 
it will irritate instead <» reforming them, and will in- 
struct or perfect them in the art of overcoming their 
parents^ iriuch they will not fidl to manifest oaa fetmre 



appottditity. It is MflfpiiMlig to^lkiiik bow early chil- 
dren will discover the weak side ot their parents, 
and what ingenuity the]^ will show in obtaining their 
ia?0r or aY<n(fitigtheirdisplea«iire«' I tlunk I have ob- 
Mnrv3ttl a ohfld in twatf or efxpostalation with a parent, 
discover more consummate policy at seven years of age, 
^Mn the pi^eot Umself, even wb^ attenptin| to d^le 
hiinrwilh artful ev»ikins and sproioiis pronnoes. On 
«U thesft iiooomits, it most be a vaat advaatage that a 
Imbit of sufaomdoa diould be broagfat cm so early, thit 
tsven memory kself shall net be afle to reach radc to 
its bq;iniiiag« . Unless this is done, thete are many c»- 
#es in wlacii, afi^r the best management, the aothori^ 
will be imperfect; aad some ia whieh any ^mg. that 
deserves that name will be iaHMiasible^ There are some 
femiiies, not contemptible eitnerin sts^n ordmracier, 
in wfaicfarthe parents are literally and properly obedient 
, lo their children, -ate forced to do thmss asaanst thw 
r.^l^ and cfaidcfen if thev discover the least nackward- 
aess lo comfdy. If youknow stone such, l am sure I do» 
. Let us ne^ proceed to the b»t means ot preserving 
^aathority, uid the way in which it ought to be daily em- 
crcised. I wHL trace this to its very source. Wbal- 
jever anthorky you exercise over either children or scf^ 
•vants, or as a magistrate ov^ other citizens, it ought 
ta be dictated by conscience^ and directed by a sense 
•£ duty* Passicm or resentment ought to have as little 

Elace as possible ; or rather, to speak properly, though 
iw can mast of having arrived at full perfection, it 
>«ught to have no jdace a^alL Reproof or corre^ion 
l^vea in a lage, is always considered by him to whom 
It is administered, as the effect of weakness in ycm, and 
^Iberalbre the demerit of the offence wiU be eitber whol« 
Jy denied or soon forgotten. I have heard some par- 
ents often, say, that they cannot correct their chilaren 
nnleas they are angry ; to whom i have usually answsi^ 
#d, then you ougm not to correct ihem at all* Every 
(Me would be sensible, that for a magisti^ate to diaoov^r 
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aft intmnptfate rage in proooiiiioiftg fleatance agtin^ 
cnwflftly would M iM^Uy indeoent. Oi^t not. pft^ 
rmU to pftoisb ibeir cbikbreii ki the tame d^ipaMionate 
maimer ? Ov^ ibe^ oot lo be at least eqm^^concawf 
ed to 4iioharg6 tbcir diitjr ia . tko best ttaanei^ ia Ika 
one case as ia ibe olber ? 

lie who iNMiU pi«eefTe ki§ audNirkjr ovar hifl cU 
dreo, abaudd be pairticidaarljr fVMcUM of hit oim a>»» 
duct*. Yott aaay at weU pretend to forea paopfeto kwra 
what is not amiabley as to rerereiioe aihatiaoot le^pec* 
table. A deceacy of oondiicty therafete) and idignk j of 
deportment, an bigUy s^viceable far the pnrpoae va 
bare now ia yieiw. hest this, however, sbodUl be nw- 
taten, I must pot m a «atttio% thai I do not mean to«a»: 
comflOkeiid keeping chUdren at too^^aat a distance hj 
a uniform stemm^a aad severity of oamage. Hiia, I 
think, is not necessary, even when they are yowiav 
and it may, to chiklreo of some tempers, be ver^ hmtfid 
when &ty are old. By and by you shall receive from 
'wm a mite contrary directicHi. But by dignifty of can^ - 
riave, I m^ia parents sbowtng theoiselves always cod 
aaa reasonable in tbek own conduct ; pradmit and can* 
tiotts in their conversation with regard to. the nest of 
mankind ; not fretful or impati'ent, or passtonatdy fond 
of theur own peculiarities ; and thoudb gentle and dfecM^ 
tionate to tmir children, ^et avoiding fevttv in their 
presence. This ]»t^My is the meamng of the pre^ 
cept of the ancients, maxima deheiur pmris rvo4remtia.^ 
I would have fhem che^r&l, yet serene. In shcHt, I . 
would have their fan^liarity to be evidmitly an act cf j 
condescension. Believe it, my dear sir, tlmt wUoh be* : 
gets esteem^ will not fail to produce subiection. 

That this may not be carried too for, I wobM recooN ^ 
mend every expresuon of afiection aad kindness to 
children when it k safe, tbftt is to say, whmi Hmr be^ 
hi^our is such as to deserve it. Tmre is no opposi* 

* We should be particnlaily careful of our cdnduct in the pieseiM^ 
tf children. 



ti»» «t«fr betweefrpttMmtail teadeiiien ami {Nraatal an^ 
tintitjr; Tbey are tfa« best supports to each otiKr* 
ItisTiMmaij lauM, bat will be of serrice^ Aitt pareata- 
sbooid fdismmr tba greateat ftHHibess forelrikiren in iiN 
fiaioy^ aad-aNdte ^leai pereenre dtslinctfy witb hoir 
mucn pleasure they gratify all tlieflr itim>^at iaol&rap^ 
tidns* TU^ hoirei«r^ mmt alwafa be done wtM they 
arecpiiet, gentle^ and sabxnissiYe in thm eairiage.**^ 
Same faai^e fofOioA fatih with gttine tiieaij; far doing well, - 
Kctla f«ward» d sweet-meats and play^'dimgs, aa iet^ 
£ng Icrniaite tfaetar mercenary ^ and feadisg them to laak ' 
wMinjthe indttlgeace of app^te as Ibe chief gWML*-^ 
Thta 1 appednnd^ is latiiKer nfining^too wiueh ; the 
gaeat point is, tin^ they be rewarded far doing' good^ 
and not facddng evtl.^ When they are cross som fiOk 
wferdy I woaM neTer bay peace, bat farce it. Nodih^g«; 
caa be moer iveak and fooHslH or aiore deatnietiye of 
attthoeity, tluuei when children are' noisy and in an ill 
lMHnor,>lo gite them or proflme them aoaaethiag toap^* 
peaeediem. When UieKonianeflapiMrs began to giTw 
pteskms and sabaicbes^ to th» Northem aalMna to heefi 
tfaeat ipiiety m nan might haye fareaeen without the «pir» 
itiof prophecy^ who would bemaaier in a liule tiBM.--- 
ISfae cases kesaetly ^e saaae wkh ddldten* Tbegr 
wiU sooaai^ themselves of tUseasineta in their pa* 
raafis, conmrnnd favours instead of b^^ing them, and 
be^ inaoliait when th^jr should be gratefiS. 

V Tlie-aame cenduci <Kigfat to be uniformly preserved 
ai children advanee in years aad andsfsCandmg. Let 
parents ^ to eoaTiiiee them how much they have their 
real intcnsst al heart. Som^iases chfldren will make ' 
a request, and receive a hasty er iroward dsnial : yet 

SMsrefledioa the^ thing afspeara not to be oareasona* 
, andifiaally.it is granlea y and whether it be right 
ortwreng^ sometimes by the force of importimity, it is 
e)(iertcd. If^pments ezpeet either gratitode or sub-i 
aussioo, for favors, 30^ uagi^iously be^owei^ thiy will 

♦ 8ts N^ c. 
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StA tht m ae iv et crngkniiriy mialdcefu It tr tildi^ dhwy 
to ptosecute, and it ««^ to be their coat&ti to see^ 
Ihe kappinesft of tketr chiUffen; ftnd ^^relbre ttej^ 
ought to lay it down aa a rule, never to ghre a sadden' 
or hasty refirnd; but whea any thing is proposed to 
thaas, consider detiboratelir and fiiSy wiiettiep it k' 
propeiw^nd diter tktt, eitker grant it cheerfully, at 
deny it fiimly^ 

: h is^a neUe auppcnrt of aiUhority, when it is realty 
and visibly dtrected to the most important end. My^ 
meaning in this, I hope, is not obscnre. The end I 
eensider as most hnpoftabt is, the gloir of God in the 
oKamal happiness and salvation of children. Wlloevef ] 
believes in a fiiture state, whoever has a ji»t sense d 
tte iaqsortaace of eternity to himself, cannot fadl toi 
have a like concern for his offspring. This shotild be^ 
Us end bodi m instruction and government ; and when^ 
it visibly appears that he is under the constraint <rf 
eaasoieace, and that either reproof or correction ar€ 
die £paito£ sanctified love^ it wiH giv^e diem irresistible 
fcice. I wiU tell you here, with sA the siDi|>lieity ne*^ 
eessary in^ sach a situation, what i have oAen said it 
nqr coarse of pastoral visitation in families, where thertf 
is in many eases, through want of judgment, as weH as' 
want of pineiple^ a great neslect of authority. *^ Use 
ywMT audiority for God, and he will support it. Let it 
alwajTS be seen that you are more displeased at sii^' 
dmn at folly. What a shame is it, that it a child shal^ 
through the ioattaidon and levity of vouth, break i 
dish or a pane of the wiocbw, by which you may lost 
die value of a few penee^ you should slona and rage at 
him widi the utanst fury, or perhaps beat him with uti^ 
mercifid severity ; but if he tells a lie, or takes thr 
name of God in vain, or quarrels with his nei^borB, ht 
skafl easily obtain pardon : or perhaps, if he isreprov^ 
ed by others^ you wiH justify him, and take his put.*^ 
Ypu cannot oasily hMete die wei^t that it gives toi 
ffunily authority, when it appean visibly to proc^efi 




iMia MDM of doty, madtor Wkielf an act of bbe^ 
dkace to God» Tbin wUt prodiice codaess aad cam* 
fMmva ia llieaaaimer,it wtit direct and «aaUe a pu^eai: 
ta flUB avwjP ex]KeMioii of baaBK-feit tcsidemess, with 
the mMi imsreve and needful Teproofe« It wtH aiake It 
mute ooB»fttent to a&B^ that the rod i^»lf is an eyi* 
oance of loire^ and that it m true of every pioaa pawal 
on earth, what is said of our Father m hc«tven :-«> 
^^ Whom the Levd loveth, he dmsteneth, and scourgetk 
every son whom he neeeiveth. If ye endare chasten^ 
inffy God deaieth with you as with sons : for what son 
18^ wbcnti the Father chasteneth not f But if ye are 
withoi^ chaslisemeat, whereof -all are peoPtidEers, then 
are ye bastards and not «ods«" With this maxim ia 
your eye, I would reooamkend, that solemntty take the 
place q(j and be substituted for severity. When a 
child for ezamj^ey diseovers a very depraved diq908»> 
tioo, instead of multij^ying stripes in ppoportioa to the 
reiterated provocatiiHis^ overy circumstance should be 
iatroduced, whether in re{»roof or punisfaaient, 4hat can 
either discover the seriousness of your mind, or make 
aa impressioa of awe and rererence upon his. The 
time may be fixed belbre hand, at soaie distanee^-^^on the 
Lord's day — ^his own burth day-— 'WiA many other cir- 
cumstances that may be so special that it is iioQpossible 
to enumerate them. I shall jiut repeat what you have 
heard often iirom<me in conversation, that several pious 
persons made it an invariable custom, as soon as their 
cliildren coul4read, never tocorroet them, till after thef 
had read over all the passages <^ scripture which com- 
naand it, and generally accompanied it with prayer to 
God for his blessing. I know well with what ridicule 
tI4s would be treated by many, if ipublicly mentioned; 
bi^t that does not shake my judgment in the least, being 
fuUy convinced it is a most excellent method, and that 
itis; impossible to blot from the minds of children, 
w^le toey live upon earth, the impressions that are 
m^ule bjr thj^se m^ns^ ^ to abate the veneration they 
wifl retain for\he parents iivho acted such a part. 
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imimi in TOwiriwkjcMdiJCU ^ Tnim hssd Ibat'thwwrbe 

Bolliij^; Mwutltd in ibeiaif maklhii «a}r oopMcsKtit. 
. J(#lhMig isiBort dettruQtsrt efmiiti^ijfAskmiKmfaMkt 

^mpiiigs: aodchidiiig fnpotttimiH trutlfff ii» Hus it wtt^m 
t iMre idKtooie to chmeen : Ibu |»««efli(a aff» anaie ef^ 

ItweiJiefis llietriftfltieiiot^iqaensiUy,^^^^ 

{ If conlfMip^Hile. As be£nr« I r^«o«meid^ jdyigoity^ 
fow geiiml emduGl^ §a in^ fwUcut^ mano^i let jdie 
uteosc^ai? be i»kfta.iiol^ojp«i)4er.wiUim(y^x^ 
too often iatei]iOMi^ il# Tbei^ .i$l re&Ujr too grett a 

^ risk to be run is evei^ such ia^taooe^: Ufomsis will 
jbedecidiag diine^y, Md €eii84icMi^ 
to be sufqpoeed tiK^ wiH be ^tmetmm WJtimgf mi 
irbea thin efideotly^ppeatir it wiU tftfeeawey fripm 
the creiik of their opioic^ aiid weaii^ their i^ume^, 
evea where it ought to prevail* 

Upon the whofe, to ^fic>cH»ag^ yo« to cbcioie a wise 
plaot s^d to s^h^re to it with mMe^H I oian veslAire 
to assui^ yoiiiy that tb^^oft |m> doul^ of yKW tiicce^. 
To «^bdttit^ .youth after he Im bfien Imc ^cciialiHafd 
to indu)yPC% I Meg^ U^b^ tOifiU cpi«€Vi dincull) ^mhI in 
nmiy iiop^mble } but jvhile the b^ic^istend^^ lto 
brii]g.the nund to submis^ioo, to.traia m^ a child in xh^ 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, I know i^ not ip* 
possible: and He who hath giveo thecomniandi qM> 
fcarcely fail to follow it withW blosiMig* t 
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DEAR SIR, - 1 

HAViiro now finished what I proposed lo /sa^ tdn 
the means of estabH^tng and preserving anthorityj^ I 
shcil proceed to another very teiportant branch of (he 
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TiZit ffTi«|iliii &0 iwt^ l ny wtvf< r » ? wypow tiMH 1 mea^ 
to «il€r c»that laotl iMten^ of «ll to|iidsf 4)9 infliiciice 
df niwiif k in^yawfrf, t» to^Jtrke a <!iiiBHiitniBH i<m^ tfag 
common sayii^, iIm^ ^ exomfifo ttsolMS bMKtitlBMi 
prtec^'' Ayhh wikiiy tionlitiwa, imght )>^ ^cn 
tfais ttsome new ii|gkia,madoake it » «ti«q[^ai^;«MlNit 
nfiih ev«i7 good mm to {Mf tiK attictcst altmMioo'Ui 
Us visible condoot. What we sst m^^tfjlt^m 
coostwit and posroill iaAmfnets on o«r Mibper>4«i 
t:arEiage« Heoeo aarm MKtionqi clwiliifriif i^^aaii'iptf 
liooal jDawMHrs^ atwd^e^efy- dMsaotcvktic diMiieiiMvefi 
a^ a&d place* M Ebt of tim.1 idiVfi^iraB^ 

If oidiev is itmgr jntfom to pot ]^ it moidof' 4m^ 
importaBoc of eaaaaple to eirf^H^oe tetiioetMi^ brof 4(» 
rimiiaOilaris of a oaaAi pWitcwJ ittg to totteir olten^ 
whathe^osfHSM hiaaoK %is obgltta the mob^ 
flBaaner to^be tmdjhtfawt paywsi and ocber Mblk pei^^ 
SODS, who oftea defeat rabkually by their livesviriiat 
they aMeaipl to do be iiasiqiaMy aa t&e eiaootioii of ^ir 
<rffee. Jfthere'fetDaiaadM'laastsmjriefoirofyour^pe'^ 
iDg of Aat chala^aai^ ih i ae lettew^^WDiiid have beeor 
qake in anolher atmiab I beMeve tbeve aaoaoaie per^ 
seas of very irvegillar Ims^ who teve to uaieh imtiiral* 
4tght in their coKsdeaoei^ dait? they ^vaald be grfev«d 
or perhaps ofiended, if ^ir chMm riMiotd^ tread ex«» 
icliyjft Caeir ofwn steps : but eVtediesr^anddimJi less 
atbm, who are more baidehedj calk new beexpeeied 
to aacfertahejer carry On tiiesyiftem of o d aca l fc in, waei 
are now endeavooring to iHustmte* <9«ftrnie,h(ywef^' 
er, faafare I proceed, to nadre one roaiaric f when |i lisiva^ 
heard of paieots who hafve been walebed 1^ their otm^ 
chSdren, when dnmk, and ifiiken eate o^ leai tbejr 
should meet with is^ry or bartfiil acoklenls-^-or wfabses 
iatempemte rage and bornd: Ua^phmaies, have, with« 
oat scnifJe, bei^ exposed both to children and serw 
vsttts--Kr whcves' has -beea s<HnetiQia8 theeasa^ #ere 
acarcefy at ttie paiDS.to ^eneeal thdr criawaL aaiMUff v 
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^tem fifom ibeir oirn oftprng^l teye oftdn reflec^ted 
oir the degree^ of inpiely m^ucifiej^r aearedaess of 
cottmencay or both imited^ atcessaiy lo suppcm then 
iiiftgucfa €ii«sii»ilance»« Let w inve all £uck mith a 
nietti]»» of pily and disdbtD. 

B]r/«eBtk>Qtog ezamjple^ tfa«wfarey aa an im 
aiidr«e!e«K»|Hr)r hr»ndb of the ieducalloA of obildFen, I 
liove chiefly ia view a great numlifir of particular^ 
whtdai, ttts^aleljr takeoyoce, or atJeast ape fiuppos^ 
fe be^of UHleimoiaent; y^ by tbeir union or frequent 
cqietilian, pnntocua ii»porta«t and lasting eStci». I 
liavcNrioo in view to include all tbat: class of actions^ im 
vAiAAtrt is, orfmav. be, ^a coincidence between tbc 
dNiies of pftsty and pouteaeasy and b^r means of whicby 
Ib^tee is.im^oiVKiratad mah the ollwc These are to 
hie iiitiKxiaaed under the hea^d iwEfeuD^>le, because they 
will appaar di^e to bcst.advanl^yand because manjr 
ofihesa can hardly be lai^(ht>oriiuidefftlood inany oi^ 

« Tki^i f apmhend, yon intt foadif^ approm o^ he^ 
catx8e,4faoagn von jttsUy ooatidm'rekgiQn as the.moirt 
easantiaL aaatifioaciaa^ yau jaaan M Ik aame timo thut 
your fMimnmmhoM i)e filted for aor appearance be- 
ooming their 'Stattioa in the/ worid. It is also the mere 
liecessary, lasaangrafie apl^o^isjoia wholly the ideaa 
of. piety add^pdUuMNisa, and to sujq^ose theoi not onljr 
dntinct, but incompattUe. This is a dangerous anarai 
to am&y patomsyvrho/ think there is no^tnediuiB. be^ 
twseen the giosseot raaltcity^ and ^yiBg away to all the 
vamiily and estraisaranoe of a dissipated life. Persona 
truly 1 pious haveofien by tbeir eonduct given counte- 
naaeeto this aaSBtake. By a c^tain natrowneas of 
seothnent and hohavior they have beooi&e themselves^ 
and rendered their childiMi, unfit for a general inteiv 
oovaate with nanhind^ or the pubhe datiss oi an active 
life. , : ;- . . . .• -^ • 

¥ou know, sir, as much as ai^ man, how contrary 
my ^nion and conduct hav* hota aipen this subject. 




I cannot h€lp thilfting ittil ^fu^ i^gt6# 1st iM nkf 
consistent wkb, b€it%i«<6<s^MM(^td tbH pa#i!lioii of true 
pdKteii^s. TheM^s II ndMfe )i^ritii(ic<^ 
illustrated tit 6<$til4d^tti%te feogril iii A« 4\)ft«roya3 e«^ 
says, viz. ^ That worldly pdllN^nest is no toore tlMrci 
an imitation or itfit)^K<e^t eopy ^ efavislllm dMmt}*,'bb- 
ing the pretence or &6kw^'tii ipp^mtiltii, of tkfii^difiM^ 
^ence to the jwi^etil, sid'^tietitloCi'lo^die^tAleiMt '«f 
^hei«s^ which a troe Chri«llaii^ hM^'as th«niler <6f hie 
Mfe, and the dtspoteiHw ofMft h»T^^ ihm^^t*pN^ 
€nt in my mtnd'the idia ofamit^ petwtii^^^iA'f^sL 
witt easuy guessatf'of ih^#m tfanlfy^; one*<»^lNPo ^ 
the male, and twice that^ n»m%er;dl'mslf of the ft»ale 
sex, in whom piety at)d high ^tMioki ^are aiMtedif What 
« sweetness and coifipiaceno)^ |yf tcMmtWce, what ^a 
kjMCKfcenaiofi' Mti ^M(lefi#ft# €f^btftfoMrs^ Ki4liii|( fren 
the hmnility of tlMr vg^^i^ 'I^Hff^ jbi Aid to thi refined 
dieganceinseparslhte^i^^^iirfl^tifc in IH^! 

Be }deased to fbUow me tn tte other extretne of 
Iraman aocit^* L«€ tast'go toah^iremeiest tsotta^e of 
^e wildest cottnli^, md'^riiiCJtha femily/that inhabits it. 
Hib&y iBire piDus, tlMrtr a^oefttriw^iittdiiliily^ and^goell 
wHl attending thcrtr^thnpliiity, wMdi^makes 'il bigl^ 
aqgreeaUe; There is ateo a 4«ceMy^lir ^tto!hp* ^nti- 
-flMnts, which, Howitig fitmi the diemt^a df cottBdend^, 
teB9 pleasing in aK rMpedts as the restraint im|)»sed 
^j^ mies of good 4»reMngi, with wMob tl^ persons 
'Mre ki Tiew haw Httk opportiHfity of^behtg acquaint 
ed. On the contrary^ anbred^'Ceiitttigr people^ when^ 
(Without imncffrfe, him^ gnrteraily a sbvageness and 
bmtality in their camnge^aicdticraryto j^ood manners 
as to piety itsi4f* ? No^oneto^ a 'better opportunity of 
ctafcing observations <rf' this kind, tkani^ I' have irom my 
office and situation^ andf can^M9sarefy%e^ that religion 
is the great polisher of ibo^coBimnrHpe^le. It even 
enlso^ges their understanding as td otMr things. Hav- 
ing Men' accnstomedtoe^cemse diMr^jnd^ent and 
mSe<^n ^on retigtoom snh^tsf tiin)^ai%'<:aiiable of 



i$l!tMil§ua^ «gliQiik«w, polkiesy or aAjr 

^ Jt^i m0* m% fimtifi^if^ §9m n k of tht mddU imnht of 

U^. £(ei|»,' |tl|i#i Tsiimlt «i9ilo aAfw^ that wbalevcr 
fiplieBp^ a mm ki^kmiik ^ffed«% w ^Haioed to^ Jorinpoa 

4^s«aoi«Nfoiiir!Diitli#^ cmlribiitca t» 

ipjte fli(»tr<>ec€ait^ Of - e ^li fftr^^ trut poltenosa 

.V j^Uy« If 1 i^wa npli i y pUy ihfQwn ioio iraitd or 
^ fafifffT oaf coiiyoo jf, I fiJMHiifBk Qol apfmlmicl any tUof 
ioipi^p^li^ me ip iiaii^^ 
<fr9m li^ lyn a l a al clowa^ I li«if^ fawwo gtiitkneft 
.fll^ wfVOtiiifidetiiJo |ywr>i|ik| Md iviiMe iKrasy I hmi 
j^iluiM (9 )ieUom,,wavOipaiifalfW Ttry bac^ yet fai'Ooa^ 

:whoiioa if tb^ copar into op«ipaiqr a roogii^iimoliab^ 
ad4^l^a|gyffallfOii^>l^oi^oaoa^^proal^ 
aokl t»oak OHl kUp jomi praiMW^«aclaawi>*<Mi or oboeoot 
jtUusiWt. wittcb U «m^ ottiibola lo fi» 

^i^Yi w^Ai^ oa lotttdtiiiMonooPomof r^9^ 
.i,. jt hpi^ lifiM^ alioady toct loog in tba imr ^dTiioifj 
,3M|d ja^gJyiDg Ibo ra a tona for wikat I propoie dmU aoko 
i^vport of t^ ji^raoi^h of Ibe wribjoct,. aad yet I mum 
^qistl^anptborio^l^^ Iheie it liM gpoater 

j)^Cfe9&ity Ibi? unking piely aad pcdHe^eia in tbe qrst^a 
ipf A^Ujv eximipla) tbat aa piety is by tlial tneans »- 
c^katea wit)^ tne graatoat Mvaolage,io politeneis caa 
^sparcely be a ttikined in otker way. 1 1 ia rery rare^ that 
.pei^Q^ r^ch a bigher dqp^e of potiteoesa, tbao what 
4bey bave. been: fi^r^ed to in the iamiKea of theirjparaila 
j^^d j(#eir i^ear relaliooa* Troe poliieneas dbea mn 
iiW^isik in jdrasa, inr a fewmolioiia of tbe body, bm ia 
dr i^bit of MOtifn^nl and jcoor^raation : ihefinlniayfaa 
jeaiiiedfixmaiiiaateayeyid ia a Hole lisie; tbo laA 
jcyily by a Ioog;aiid^fx>firtwliiotaieo^n6;wtlbtho0ei^ 



difficuky is <^ft8fcly gfMleir#Mf'A(e ^fm^ ft^/be^ 

^ndtcdton. vffe ieiidicii#r to *y^i^ 

sndtMA piobaktf be iliHlM» V€i^fllM|h(%iKi exMVtt^ 
^;MM:eiif ftttbkM, due* erf the-gu# tiPWktff ^oP^a »litgfe 

•iiief heprttHicatr^ifd d^rritfge^^Mii^^tr^ fe^ b^lclir 
ahiiiiofdinar^ kttrnf t# dfie08#ii t{>dti t^tHrer «5^ 
liK^iim in^v^if^, ftiid cdm^i' ftr*«Kilii^dime!y t^Cfr ate 
licatJMiri^hk^ k l^ b^tuf^ ^M^ eitov^^sa^^. 
fiat m bet fte9iiMc^1»^mtAf^(^%'time^ sbe l^tui^ 

iii»l4faa fiot rtta^e ^tipmHltf iff die 'i^^Vul|;^{}r ({T 
MatimeMf and pffto|!^ tile s^me^fMASiiA BiRcd;% 
which die had htm McSuMoimM fitfttf k^ t^uA^ N^. 
liMV it it ianpcMriUe that she m^;^! #«»}rif W' rifiuch 
efttheeilj oenwddnlal, ^fli hy^ tli^ ihcdngriibtS ibfihiif^^ 
futtfrtndat hem ridteakms. Thei*e if btit^onier^i 
«ray^cf esci^^ivhicb'iw^ have seen senie yoiirilg tv^ 
•£meritatid^(»paid^ «ikef vthieh i§ toeotitradt'^H Uf- 
^nac^irkhpMMS of)iibei«l^entitt^ti^ and hi^^t 
hneSmm, dnd ht #tiitlkr<dixiid»i| their t^Mticms ^^d^ 
«iU«a ^ 1 vfaa?e« piren^Mn dei^erlpttoh td convihce fdti 
jtfla^it is in^Awr ftftber»8 htm^ and 'b;^ the fcohV^ 
«Dteii8iidinaBnaf«^tti^ Clinch ihey are there ac<!;bstohil 
«d^ that ctttldrefi mast^^ formed Iti gofit^riess^ a!^ wi^H 
BMU>Jvitim^ 'I carrythfis toattei- »d%i^, ifMt I'thfriS^'ft 
«ndifaikaNtage4o<ba''toadf«tobfgh^ a§ w^Ifas too 16#; 
"0 nm: imim, a>idihav#;ahv*tyar' d^^tied Ywy aBfeoti 




so IlKfY^UI Of ]»VOA^tom 

fimilies c^. Mi^ n^oh. 't w«» ttfinid tfaty weokkeen- 
H^t aa air aqd IpifiNfuief - uAtuilftUe Id wmt was to be 
IJOkeir cofiditioi^ilie ffttaifidev of ibeir ^es^ i wmiA 
wish to gi^ei^^sdkildiva asJMSl, Ibis noble, and as clagsot^ 
jmitimeotS'aaMSfijfale^ 10 A4l4»li ftir mlioiial eavr^ 
pMioii I bm a dress and ettnmige* sniled t» tfaeir statiomi 
PMiMi not ipo^asiii^^biAe iMel»ess^die gwpak r 
- ^TJbof |K tlie Isf^i^fof this digrsssioa, I9r eaphiiisis 
rv iatc^i^ieliony has mde it hopassMe^ta^sajr inacfa hi 
this letter oa Ihingimg ehiMriNi'«^hlMN:ttrirti»«MHUi«RS 
by esampiei bdora I eoaolada I- wilt five satj ^jftathwi 
Which 4s |)Fetty <sai^^i«^easkre» -€rhre llta ulMosti atif 
tieintioii to tba npliW ^ lecetfj^g aad asisiteiiiMn 
s^ngieM kk ^oar Imflf ^ as weR as toy»sy*istiiaaitr 
^ expfessiiiis with regard to them ^whan tbqr iw 
gone. ^ l^mlaUv j^aiwadsd that the |idiiiaeslalidrshafli« 
eaff road la feil ^oKteaess of dmagOi aixlAie-«KM 
amiable soit of hospitality is>lo thnik of otki^^Hslies 
a ChriBtiati ought, and io •express these ihoai^ wiA: 
modesty and'caoder* lliiewiU keep fmtfuBw^mEfmt 
distance rfrpoi a surif and fieiosa canrioge*0ii.|ha<Mie 
h^i^ and ft fawamf y oriagiitg obsl?t|iiiofcisneei> ae aa^ 
f^9essar7 compltmefit aad oerenoajr-oli ^h0 otheid Aa 
^lese ve ciitapstflmres to^whkhcMhhraa JOeaffyMfe 
are very attentive, aiid wUeh ocear coMMatly in ll^ir 
presence, it is of mach mdmeat what sswtiaMils tlief 
ffSf^he from the behaviour of thehr pareals^ 1 db^BOl 
If^ean only thlsirkarning'froBitbeataii ease aad digaity 
of carrieee, or the cpntrmry ; bat idsoy saose^aMnd lor 
Ijndoral habte of the last eoM^jaenae. If ihcir ^99g^ 
^ceite you happy and lifted up viUi dui -visil of 
i^hce of persons of hif^ rank^soUritoas^ 

thjpm properljr^ submissive aifd flattemg hi y 

per of speaking to them, vain and apt to boMt of j)i^i 
coqipexion with themi and i^ oa the« tonSrapyj 
perceive you hardly G|vil toperams ol^infmar sta 
or narrow circmastances, impatieht of their 
and immediifttely seimng At 0ffioit¥mity i ' 







p9i9im»to4e$fimm^^mpom ilieni; witt»o( lius mexm^ 
ajfy lead the, yoiiig wind tocmnmier mhes and bi|^ 
Mil(tmes tlmgieats^iireeftOfeeiriUyham WiH 

it jBOligtfre a» ;8(U»i|^ bia« to tbeir wbw deeires and 
fttndiefti a^iWill as vtaiUgr afiect tbeir behaviour lo oth« 
Ml JaMoialt life ? Da not think ibot tfaia k409 Aice ^aad 
idhBBd : Ihe first iappressmia upoft youax perso&si 
thmi^ inemaid^rahle in thenualYef, haw <meiia great 
aattvett asitaating.effe€ti 

wrf I iimMaibar: ta ha^ie lead many jFtart ago^ kt thd 
wwhhiBtii|inoC C!a|iilNniy?s.e4i}catk>a ^ a dai^httr, aa 
Atikiee to pai«nts to let their cbUdceo peicetve that 
tk^m^n alhfra» netaccoading to tbeiP atation or 
niiliiawi aplwtav bat tiMr wirtm md leal woKh. It 
anait ie aahn«wMged . thai there ate aeaie marks of 
napitl 4lae. lo jnf% ae^iardiwp to. their place in civil 
Kia^ irUek a. ^^aodwui vaaULaot fell to give tbeast 
mmki»tmmifiim^ sa]»#- Bat it is aa aa^ aiatt^, in 
pabat foaiitatfiary with thia^ by niore frequent whm^i 
tJBEy iniarf oiwsa^ as veil as by omt usual maaaer oi 
^ltmkmgito pay diat hoaoAge which ia due to piety, td 
eapsass aur^sootep^t or ind^nation at vice, or mean* 
]»8ss of eaeiy kind* I thidc it no iacoasiderable addi* 
^aa (D'tb«i nfanark, tbat we shfould be at cautious <tf 
ostioialiDg htiffmt$9A% xirtuMhy outward slatjOA ^ and 
\9Bap at taa^aaase diataaeelraB envying as ffom flatter- 
ing? the gceat* 

vf Bai adbat I awst parlicalacly reccHoaead to yoU| ist 
tfijiMid that comaian ^ bat detestable custom of receiv* 
hiy tf)eiaaas with •coaateqr^ and diX the m^srks of real 
Ateadahm ia^ ;yoar hawse ; and the moaient they are 
ganey failing uppa their character and conduct widi 
aa s n ar ei i a t aanaity. I am sens&le there are some 
eaaaa, dboagb th^ aieruot aaaaeroos, in which it majr 
ba lawful lo say «( others hebiDd their back, wh^t a 
afaniddbe-.al} MMI inHpaudeat or unsafe to say in &eir 
nmu paasang^. Keither would I exclude parents front 
thatadaiMrtage^aftfatntiag oat tp theia ohiMran^ the mis^\ 



9g uvvrass OH wbVQMtmi* 

t|lre«- ftnd iriclit of othern, as a warmiig Or letsoa of 
instnictioa to ihemaelvcs. Yet $» delmctioii in ^oeiv. 
al 4s io he avoided at all tiises ; so of aUotiittPS tbe 
onQSt. usproper season to speak to vmjf^aaan's prejadiGaf 
i% alter you hare jast recsetved^and trealed'faim in 4BHt 
i^of^table nMnmer, asafrietid« .There is womalUK^ 
mi^iuft ia it, and soohelhing so oaarij allied to^by^Kicrin 
UDd di»iogwuaiasn«ss,ihat I would not cboaae to a<^ racfa 
^ part, even to diose whom I would take another oppose 
imijily of fMiio^vig out to my cUkk^Oy^as peiaont waooe. 
<K>n!^ariation Aey should avoids and whose copdad thcj 
should dkAor. t> > i 

la every station, and anongall re^iksvlhisfiilo k 
flfteoiferaiisgressed ; but there is one piokil in wUcfa it 
ia mora fr^pmitfy aadiaote univ^rsaH^ irui^preaMi 
thiui ia any others and that is by taroias thealMttt iaM 
ladiaila, for^my thing odd or aadcwara in. their beh»> 
i^oar* < Lam :aui9y to ea^ that this b.anindaciMttislk^ 
|]paiwk.in several feosiliea of highianki. A n»a;^> 
inferior station, for some particul^ re^iaoa isjadMHad. 
to their company. He is perhaps not wellacc^piainled 
with die rules of politenessi and the presence ^ his 
superiors, to which he is unaccustomed, increases his 
embarrassment. Immediately on his departure, a pet- 
ulant boy or giddy girl will set about mimicking his 
nial^ns.and.^fiepeattng his i^ira^ea, to the; meeat aoter'- 
tainment of the company, who apparently aeriyecsuK^h 
s^f-*«alisAiei«E>a Arom a cineuoutaace, ta whkh.theie is 
xtp merit at aU. Ifaoypecaoti readefs hioMelf jusllgis 
ryif:uk>ii8, by affi^twg axbaiaeler which ha ia«oal%le 
to^u^taiiD,:)et hiai be treated widi the contempt he <fer. 
s^rv^es^ But there is sQV)eth«of[ very uageneroua ;tn 
people's treating their iafeEiors wuhdisdaia, olerely k^w 
<^use the same Pi*qvideocQ that made theiii anceeiofa 
great, left tbe others in a biver iqvi^. ^ 
) . It has often given ,me gcnat indigaatianrtosee^ 
s^Moman or his .wife,» of neal wortbfgpod imdaesiand^ , 



4«feet*wkiek ibcf eoniU iKrt.maedy, aikl ihil cAm* by^ 
penoiii tWaoftiDsigaifictnt and frvrotoot) wlio nevtr 
uttered n •ealene^ in tbeir lives tbal detenred to bew- 
nembered or repealtd* But if thU^ eondhict k imgts- 
«rous m y^^ gveat, faow^rertiiiff Is it to see ihe same 
djflMsi^OB carried down through all tbe iflfcrior flBak% 
jBTtyi > stawtfig itself in a siUj trkniph (rf evevy oius 
over those who are supposed to be- Mow tiiem. I 
bave taowu mav^ persons, whose slatioB wa^ not sa- 
pcriw to mine, take peal pleasure in ezpressing Uwir 
oomempt of vn^g^o^ ubot and lam life}' sand even m 
tradesman's wife in a city, gloryinj; over ikt anpol^ 
ished manners of her connlry ac^piaintanee« 

Upon the whole, as there is no diqMisttioo lo wUcb 
yonog persons are more pione than wrmtoa, and few 
that pareata are owre apt to chemh-^wider tho iihm 
irf its bemg a sign of spnghtliness and vivacil]h-«4beif 
iaiioae wmdi a pious and pradmt parent sMold take 
Ipreater care loreatrain by adooMitioi), and dsaamgr by 
a ^contrary euoiple* 



LETTER V. 

.i 

JjBT US now proceed lo consider more fiiUy ii4ml 
it is. to form children to piety by example. TUs is a 
a suMect oS great extent, and, perhaps, of difkithn 
The aifficuky, however, does not consist eirtlDeF ui tm 
absuiiseness o# tbe arguments, or oacertainty t>f die feds 
upon which d^y are faimded, but in the minuteness or 
traii^ nature of the circumslances, taken separately^ 
which makes timra often either wholly unnoticed or 
greatly umlervalued. It is a sul^eet, which, if I mis«>' 
take not, is moch more Msily conceived than explain:* 
mL If ^roK have it conalantly in yo«Mr moic^ Aat yout 
whole vmHile deportasent will powerfelly, tho^^ feses^ 
aitd^r lafeieQee the opimons and future coadnct of yoiir ^ 
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cBililre!!, it will give a fohn or color, If I TUay spe^li 
iio, to every thing you say or do. There arc nutnbei'- 
less lind nameless instances in which this reflection 
wMi make you speak, or refrain from speaking, add, oit 
mbstain from, some circumstances of action, in what 
you are engaged in ; nor will this be accompanied with 
mny reluctance in the one case, or constraint in the 
t)tber. 

But I must not content myself with this. My pro- 
fession gives me many opportunities of observing, that 
the impressfon made fey general truths, however justly 
stated or fully proved, is seldom strong or lasting. Let 
me, therefore oescend to practice, and' illustrate what 
i have Said by examples.. Here again a difficulty oc- 
curs* If I give a (Mairticular instance it will perhaps 
operate no mirths than recommenditig a like conduct 
in crrcufl^tances the same, or perhaps perfectly simi« 
lar. For ejrample, I might say, in speaking to the 
Ctisadvantage of absent persons, I beseech you nevct 
feil to add the reason why you take such liberty, and 
iudeed^never take that liberty at all, but when it can 
be justified upon the prtndples of prudertce, candor 
and charitv. A thing may be right in itself, but chil- 
dren should be made to see why it is right. This is 
one instance of exemplary caution, but if I were to add 
^ dozen more to it, they would only be detached pre- 
cepts ; whereas I am anxious to take in the wl)oIe ex- 
lent of edifying example. In order to this, let me 
rangei or divide what I have to say under distinct heads. 
A parent who wishes that his example should be a 
speaking lesson to his children, should order it so as 
to convince them, that he considers religion as necess^ 
ry, respectabUj amiabh, profitable, Bna delightftiL 1 
^m sensible that some of these^characters may seem so 
nearly allied, as scarcely to admit of a distioctimr. 
Many parts of a virtuous conduct fall under more ti^a 
one of these denominations. Some actions perhaps de^ 
#erve all the cpitheti here menthxied, without extep^ 
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tion and without prejudice one of. anodier. But ihm 
distinctioos seem to me very useful^ for there is certain* 
l^ a class of actions which may be said to belong pecu-> 
Iiarly, or at least eminently to each of these dinerent 
neaas. Taking them separately, therefore, will serve 
to point out more fully the extent of your duty, and 
to suggest it when it would not otherwise occur, as 
well as to set the obligation to it in the stronger light. 

K You should in your general deportment, make 
your children perceive that you look upon religion a« 
absolutely necessary. I place this first, because it ap* 
pears to me first both in point of order and force* I 
am. far from being against taking all pajns to show thai 
religion is rational and honorable in itself, and vic# 
the contrary ; but I despise the foolish refinement <^ 
UK>se, who, through fear of making children mercenaryi 
are for being very sparing of the mention of heaven or 
hell. Such conduct is apt to make them conceive, that 
a neglect of their duly is only falling short of a degree 
af honor and advantage, which, for the gratification of 
their passions, they are very willing to relinquish; 
Many parents are much more ready to tell their chil« 
dren such or such a thing is mean, and not like a gen- 
tleman, than to wain them that tfaev will thereby incur 
the displeasure of their Maker. But when the prao<» 
tices are . really and deeply criminal, as in swearing 
and lying, it is quite improper to rest the matter there* 
I adinit uiat they are bodi mean, and that justice ought 
to be done to them in this re&pect ; but I contend that it 
should only be a secondary consideration. 

Lei not human reasonings be put in the balance 
with divine wisdom. Tke care of our souls is repre- 
sented in scripture as the one thing needful. Ht 
makes a miserable bargain, who gains the whole world 
s^nd loses iiis own souJ^ It is not the native beauty of 
virtue, or. the outward credit of it, or the inward satis- 
faction arising from it, t>r even all these combined to- 
gether^ that will be sufficient 40 change our aatores and 
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fonrem •for candaa $ bui ft deeb comicl&Mi, tkaMidbrt 
we ave reconciled to God^ we diall widMMil doubt |MBr> 
isb everlafttiDgly* 

You will sayi tUft ift ^eiy tme mad Yerv fit te a 
pulpit— but whi^ IS diat chtas of adtiofta tiiat akoidd 
UB]^88ithftU|yaUy tm Ihe wbda df. chikfaren ? perhaps 
vou wilfevett aaj^ fidbat oae aolioD wiU aiqr good maa 
pe ffuiifty ot-^^iBomch aiore babilaal conduct — th^ caa 
tend to weakea their belief ^ it ! This is thererf 
poiat which I meaa to explain* Uis certainly potsiisfe 
that a maa nay ai staled tiaies' give o»t that he Imdcs 
apoa religkm W be absolutely secesaary, and yet his 
coad^ictia many purticulars may^haya na tendeiicy to 
iinpress this on the minds of his childrao* . If heauffers 
particular neligioyA.di]^S'ioW easily dispbeed, to he 
^h^l^iMd) nostpooed or onitted, ifixm th8> most trifling 
accoaals, depnd upon it, thi&will make lidigioa in 

{;eaeral seem less nedestssry, ta those who ofas^e it. 
{^ anpleaaant: dsgr wiU keep a man from public war* 
^ip, when perhaps a hurricane wi)l not hecf) him from 
aii election meetisig <if he chooses to take physic^ or 

g've it 40 his cbSdeea en the Lead's day, when it ooM 
i done with equal ease on the day before or after*^ 
if he. will mcnrereadily aUowhtaserveatslo paya visit 
to their fijeods on that day than any other, though he 
^s reason to believe they will spethdat ia feasting and 
i^lenesa^it will not be easy to avoid saspectisg thit 
worldly advantage is what determines his choice. 
. Take an exaoiDle or two more on this head* Su|h 
posing a man usually to worship God in Ms family | .if 
ee sometiiiieSi omits it^-^if he allows every little ousi- 
ness lo interfere with it^-^if company wiU make him 
dispense, with it, or shift it from its proper seaaon-^be- 
Iieve.<aai4]|e idea, of religion being every man's first 
tad greslt^eQiicem is in a good measure weakened, 
if not wboUy lost. It is a very nice thia^ in veligioQ 
to know the real tonnezion between spirit and mrn^ 
Itndbow &rthe l|tt(er may be dispensed ^vithvptbont 



fiarnotfaingf but or ^eotbetbttiidf'tiie' spirit wiSiout 
die form, never yet existed* 1 am of opinion, that 
poBctuakaiid «^nv scrq|pttlofi8 ve^ulanty, in all those 
duties that ocovv^p^odtcally, is £e way to make thma 
easy and pleasant to those who atteild thefin They 
also beconie, like all <^her habits^' ia some degree he- 

' cess^dry ; so that those who have been long accustomed 
lo them, feel an uneasiness in families wnere they are 
generallyior.fiee^pfently neglected. I cannot help also 

. menticming to yon, the great danger of paying and. re- 
ceiving ."visits on '^e Lord's day, nlikss when it is ab- 

L solntny neoessary. It is a ^attev not merely difficntt, 
but wliolly impracticable, in sncb oases, to guard ef- 
fectually a^inst imfiii(^)er ' subjects of conversation* 
Nor is this: all, ior let-the coniRersation be what it will, 
I contend that the duties <^ the family and the closet 
are fuHy sufficient to employ the wbole time ; which 
must thenefofe be^wasled <^ misapplied by the inter* 

ijcouroe of strangers. ^ > 
i 1 only furlli^r observe, that I know no circumstance 
Jnom which your opinion of the necessity of religion 
wfll appeaar with greater clearness, or carry in it great- 
er force, than ycftir behavior toward your cbildren, ztH 

.yomr ^KUtment of them, in time of dangerous sickness. 

i Certainly tb^e is notime in their whole lives when the 
aecessity appears more urgent, or the opportunity more 
fevoi^le, for impressmg their minds with a sense! 6£ 
^OB things that belong to their peace. What shall we 
say then of those patents, wfaoy through fear of alarm- 
ififiT their minds, and aagmenting their disorder^ will not 
simer any mention to be made to them of the approach 
of death, or the importance of eternity ? I will relate 
to you an example of this% A youne gentleman of es* 
late in my parisn, was taken ill of a dangerous fever in 
a iriend's house at a distance. I went to see him in 
bis illness, and his mother, a widow lady, intreated me 
not to say any thing alarming to him, and not to pray 

4 
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with, kim, biH go to ptayer in another fmoi, where^ 
she wisely observed, it would have the same effect. 
The young man himself soon found that I did not act 
as he bad expected, and was so impatient that it be* 
came necessary to give him the true reason^ On this, 
he insisted, in the most positive manner, that all re« 
dtriction should be taken off, which was done. What 
was the consequence? He was exceedingly {leased 
and composed ; and if this ckcumstance did not hasten, 
it certainly neither hindered nor retarded his recovery* 

Be pleased to remark, that the young gentleman 
here spoken of, neither was at that time, nor is yet, so 
far as I am able to judge, truly religious ; and therefore 
I have formed a fixed opinion, that in this, as in many 
other instances, the wisdom of man disappoints itselu 
Pious advice and consolation, if but toleraoly adminis^ 
tered in sickness^ are not only useful to the soul, but 
aerve particularly to calm an agitated mind, to bring the 
animal smrits to an easy flow, and the whole frame int» 
such a s&te as will best favor the operation of medi<» 
cine, or the efforts of the constitution, to throw off or 
conquer the disease* . 

Sufier me to wander a little from my subject, by 
observing to you, that as I do not think the great aiae 
to be much envied for any tlung, so they are truly and 
beartily to be pitied for the deception that is utoally 
put upon them by flattery and &lse tenderness* Many 
€^ them are brought up with so much delicacy, that the/ 
are never suffered to see any miserable or^amicting ob- 
ject, nor, so far as can be hindered, to hear any affecl* 
ing story of distress. If they themselves are sick, how 
many absurd and palpable lies are tolid them by their 
friends ! and as for physicians, I may safely say, few of 
them are much conscience bound in this matter. Now, 
let the success of these measures be what it will, the 
only fruit to be reaped from them is, to make a poor 
dying sinner mi&take his condition, and vainly dre^ 
of e^bly happiness, while hastening to the pit of per* 
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ttttion. Btit, a§ I said before, men are often tak^i in 
their own craftiness. It oftentimes happens that such 
.persons, by an ignorant servant, or o£BK:ious neigh* 
bor, or some unlucky accident, suddenly discover 
their true situation, and the shock frequently proves 
fetal.— Oh ! how much more desirable is it — how much 
more like the reason of men, as well as the faith 
of Ghristians— -to consider and prepare for what must 
inevitably come to pass! I cannot easily conceive 
any thing more truly noble, than for a person in health 
and vigor, in honor and opulence, by voluntary reflec- 
jtion to sympathize with others in distress; and by a 
well founded confidence in divine mercy, to obtain the 
victory over the iear of death. 

2. You ought to live so as to make religion appear 
respeetahh. Religion is a venerable thing in itself, and 
k spreads an air of dignity over a person's whole de*- 
portment. I have seen a common tradesman, merely 
t>ecause he was a man of true piety and undeniable 
worth, treated by his children, apprentices and ser^ 
▼ants, with a much greater degree of deference and 
submission, than is commonly given to men of superior 
statiori, without that character. Many of the same 
nheannesses are avoided, by a gentleman from a prin* 
ciple of honor; and by a good man from a principle of 
conscience. The first keeps out of the company of 
common people, because they are below him-^e laM 
i» cautious of mixing with them,, because of that levity 
and proftmity that isto be expected from them. If, then, 
religion is reaDy venerable when sincere, a r^pectabie 
^onuuct ought to be maintained, as a [H'oof of your own 
integrity, as weft as tei recommend it to your children. 
To this add, if yoa please, that as reverence is the pe- 
culiar duty of children to their parents, any thing that 
tends to lessen it is more deeply felt by Xmm than by 
otiiers who observe it. When I have seen a parent, in 
die pmsence of his cfaild^ meanly wrangling with his 
* servant, teRing extravagant stories, oi' otbeJrwise ex- 
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postng fait vanity, credulky or foUy, I have felt jdst the 
same^propordon of sympathy and tenderness for the 
one, that I did of contempt or indignation at the other* 
What has been said, will, in part, explain the errors 
which a parent ought to shun, and what circumstances 
he ought to attend to, that religion may appear respect- 
able. ' All meannesses, whether of sentiment, conver- 
sation, dress, manners,; or employment, are careiully to 
be avoided. You will apply this properly to yourself 
I may, however, just mention, that there is a consider^ 
able difference in all these particulars, according tci 
men's different stations. The same actions are miean 
in one station^ that are not so in another. The thinx 
itself, however, still remains ; as there is an order ana 
cleanliness at ^<table of tradesmen, that is different 
6xmx the^ elegance of a gentleman's,, or the sumptuov»i> 
ness of a prince's or nobleman's. But to make the 
matter still plainer bv particular examples. I look 
upon talkativeness ana vanity to be amcmg the greatest 
enemie9:to dignity. It is needless to say bow much 
vaaity is contrary <to true religion ; and^as to the othen; 
which maty seem rather an innrmity than a ski, we are 
expressly cautioned against it, and ccnnmanded to foe 
swift to hear, and slow to speak. Sudeten ango^ too^ 
and loud, clamorous scolding, are at once contrary to 
piety and dignity; Parents should, therefore, acquire 
as much as possible, a composure of spirit, and meek^ 
ness of : language; nor are there many circumstances 
that will m<Hre. recommend religion to children, whe& 
they see that this self command is the efect of princi% 
pie and a sense of duty. 

V There is a weakness I have observed in many par«i. 
ents,« to show a partial fondness for some oi ^eir chil- 
dren, to the neglect, and in many cases approachkg to 
a jealousy &e hatred of others. Scmietimes we see a 
mother discover an exc^sive partiality to a handsoDio 
dauffhter, in comparison of diose that ase moihe kqmely 
in t|^ f^iriE^ Thili it a barbarity* . whicKfWodW' te 
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tti^ iDcredible^ c&l iioC experim pore that it widljr 
msls. One w€N2kl think they should retl^r be excited 
hy natural affeetkxi, to mve all posstUe epc oi i rag ea»afe 
to those who labour under a disadvantage, and bestow 
every attainable accomplislmient to balance the defects 
of outward form* At other times we see a paitiality 
which cannot be acc€»inted for at all, where the most 
vgiy, peevbh, firbward child of the wbc^ family, is the* 
fiivcnirite of both parents. Reason might to ccxmteraet 
these errors ; but piety ou^ht tor extirpate them entire- 
Ij. I do. not stay to mention the bad effects that flow 
m>m them, my purpose being only to show the excels 
lence of that character which is exempted from tton. 

The real dignity of rehgioR will also appear in 1^ 
conduct of a good man toward his. servants. It wiH 
,paint oof the true and proper distinction between cob/^ 
4escension and meanness^. Humility is the very spirit 
ai the gospeL Therefore, hear vour servants with pt^ 
tience, examine their conduct with candor, treat th^n 
with all the humanity and gentleness that is consistent 
wkh unremitted authority : when thev are sick, visit 
them in person, provide remedies for tnem, sympathize 
with them, and show them that vou do so ; taxe care^ 
ef their interests ; assist them with your counsd and in- 
fluence to obtain what is their right* But, on the other 
band, never make yourself their proper companion : do 
B0t seem to taste their society ; do not hear dieir jdces^ 
or ask their news, or tell them yOurs« Believe me,^ 
this will never make you either beloved or esteemed by 
your servants themselves ; and it will greatly derogate 
from the dignity of true religion in the eyes of your chil 
dren. Skmev me abo to caution you against that most 
unjust and illiberal practice, of exercising your wit iii 
bumorous strokes upon yo«r servants, before company,, 
•r while they wait at taole*. I do not know any thing 
so evidently mean, that is at the same time so common. 
llls^ I tiiink, just such a cowardly thing as to beat a man 
who is bound; because the servant, however happy a: 
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T^pairtee mi^kt eecur to him, is not Bt liberty toandwer^ 
but at the risk of having his bmies brdien. In this, as 
in many other partieah^, reason, r^^ment, and libe- 
ral manners,, teach exactly the same thing widi religioa, 
^nd I am happy in being able to add, Siat religion is 

! generally the most powerful, as well as the most uni? 
orm principle of decent conduct. 

I shall have done with this particular, when I have 
observed, that those who are engaged in public, or what 
I may call political life, have an excellent opportunity 
of making religion appear truly respectable. What I 
mean is, by showing themselves firm and incorruptible, 
in supporting those measures that appear best cakur 
lated for promoting the^ interest' of religion, and the 
good of mankind. In all these cases, I admire that 
man who has principles, whose principles ate knowoj 
and whom every body despairs of being aUe to seduce^ 
or bring over to th^ opposite interest. I do not com- 
mend furious and intemperate zeah. Steadiness is a 
much better, and quite a different thing. I would con* 
tend with any man who should speak most calmly^ but 
I would ako contend with him who should act most 
firmly. As for your placebo's, your prudent, courtly, 
compliant gentlemen, whose vote in assembly will teU 
you where they dined the day before, I hold them very 
* cheap indeed, as you very well^ know. I do not enter 
forther into this argument, but conclude at this time, 
by observing, that public measures are always- embrao- 
ed under pretence of principle ; and therefore a uni- 
form uncorrupted public character is one of the best 
evidences of real principle. The free thinking gentiy 
tell us, upon this subject, that ^^ every man. has his 
price." It lies out oi my way to attempt refuting them 
at present, but it is to be hop&d there are many whose 

i)rice is far above their reach.^ If some of my near re- 
ations," who took so much pains to attach me to the iji- 
terest of evangelical truth, had been governed by court 
inSuence in tbir political conduct, it had not been ki 
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my power to have esteemed their character, or periiaps^ 
to have adhered to their instructions. But as thingfr 
DOW stand, I have done- both from the l)eginning, ana 
1 hope God will enable me by his grace^ to continue to 
do so to the end of life. 
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LETTER I. 



I OFFBR, with some hesitation, a few reflections 
upon the married state* I express myself thus, because 
the subject has been so often and so fully treated, and by 
writers of the first class^ that it may be thought nothing, 
now remains to be said^ that can merit attention. My 
only apology is, that what I ofier is the firuit of real ol>> 
servation and personal reflection. It is not a copy of any 
man's writings, but of my own thoughts ; and therefore 
if the sentiments should not be in themselves whoUy^ 
new, they may possibly appear in a light not altogether 
common. I shkll give you them in the way of aph(»r^ 
isms or observations; and subjoin to each a few 
tlu)ughts by way of proof or illustration. 

1. Nothing can be more contrary to reason c^ pub- 
lic utility, than the conversation and writings of tnose 
who turn matrimony into ridicule ; yet it is in many 
cases, as weakly defended, as it is unjustly attacked. 

Those who treat marriage with ridicule, act in di- 
rect and deliberate opposition to the order of Provi* 
dence, and to the constitution of the socie^ of which 
they are members. The true reason why they are borne 
With so patiently, is, that the Author of our nature has 
implanted in us instinctive propensities^ which are by 
much too strong for their feeble attacks. But if we are 
to estimate the malignity of adman's conduct or senti- 
ments^ not from their effect, but from their native len- 
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dency, and his inward disposition, it is not easy tO' im- 
agine any thing more criminal, iban an attempt to bring 
.marriage into disesteem. It is^ plainly an effort not on- 
ly to destroy the happiness, but to prevent the exist- 
ence of human nature. A man who continues through 
.life in a single state, ought, in justice, to endeavor to 
satisfy the public that his case is singular, and that he 
has some insuperable obstacle to plead in his excuse. 
If, instead of this, he reasons in defence of his own con*- 
duct, and takes upon him to condemn that of others, it 
is at once incredible and absurd : That is to say, he 
can scarcely be believed to be sincere. And whether 
be be sincere or not, he deserves to be detested. 

In support of the last part of my remai*k, let it be 
observed, that those who write in defence of marriage, 
usually give such sublime and exaked descriptions, as 
are not realized in one case of a thousand ; and tfaere^ 
foire canAot be a just motive to a considerate man. ki« 
stead of insisting on the absolute necessity of marriage 
tor the service of the state, and the solia advantages 
tbat arise fipom it, in ordinary cases ; they give us a 
certain refined idea of felicity, which hardly exists any 
where but in the writer'^ imagination. Even the Spec- 
tator, than whom there is haraiy in our language a more 
^st and rational writer, after saying many excellent 
things in defence of marriage, scarcely ever fails to 
draw the character of a lady in such terms, that I may 
safely say not above one that answers the description, 
is to be found in a parish, or perhaps a country^ Now, 
is it npt much better to leave the matter to the force of 
nature, than to uree it by such arguments as these ? Is 
the manner of thinking induced by such writings^ likely 
to hasten or postpone a man's entering into the marriage 
state? 

There is also a fault I think to be found in almost 
every writer who speaks in favor of the female sex, that 
they over-rate the charms of the outward Sonn^ This 
is the case iaall romances*-i-a c]ass;of writings to which 
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ike world 16 Tcry little mdebted.*--*The same thing i 
be said of plays, where the heroine for certain, anc 
ten all the ladies that are introduced, are represei 
as inimitably beautiful. Even Mr. Addison himse 
his ai&iiirable description of Martia, which he put 
•the mouth of Juba, tlK>ugh it begins with, 

" *Ti8 not a set of features or complexion,** &c. 

yet could not help inserting 

«< Tfoe die IB ittr ; Oh, h^w ^finely ftor S** 

Now I apprehend this is directly contrary to i 
should be the design of every moral writer. Men 
naturally too apt to be carried away with tiie adn 
tion of a* beautiful face. Must it not, therefof fe, con 
ttien in this entir, when beauty is made an essei 
jMirt of every amiable character ? The preference i 
writers pretend to give to the tnental c[ualities, { 
but a Kttle way to remedy the evil. If they are n< 
ieparated in the description, wherever men find 
0ne, they will presume upon the other. But is this 
hording to truth, or agreeable to experience? V 
tast numbers of the most valuable women are U 
found, who are by no means *♦ divinely fair P^ Are tl 
itl to be neglected then ? Or is it not certain, from 
perience, that there is not a single quality, on w 
fliatrimonial happiness depends s6 little, as outu 
form? Every other quality that is good, will go a 
fein length to atone for what is bad ; as, for exam 
if a woman is active and industrious in her familj 
WiM make a husband bear with more patience a 1 
toxiety of countenance, or fretfulness of temper, the 
hi themselves disagreeable. But (always suppo 
the honey-moon to be over) I do not think that oei 
atones in the least degree for any bad quality wha 
ever ; it is, on the contrary, an aggravation of them. 
Inff considered as a breach of faith, or deception, 
holding out a false signal. 

'♦See Note A, 
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S. In the married iMle tn funeral, ibere is noit w 
much happiness as young lovers dreaoa of; nor is thaw 
fay £ur so much uniiappiness, as loose authors univer* 
sally suppose* 

The nrat part of this aphorism will probably be ea4 
^ly admitted. Before mentioning, however, the Httie 
I mean to say upon it, I beg leave to observe, that it 
would be quite wrong to blame the tenderness and fer* 
vency of affection, by which the sexes are drawn to one 
another, and that generous devetedness of Jiearts which 
is often to be seen on one, and sometimes on both 6ides# 
This is nature itself; and when under the restraint of 
reason, and government of ]Mrud^nce, may be greatly 
subservient to the future happiness of life* But there 
is certainly an extravagance of sentiment and laneuage 
on this suDJect, that is at once ridiculous in. itself and 
the proper cause, in due time, of wretchedness and dis* 
appointment. 

Let any man, wIk> has oudived these sensaliona' 
himself, and has leisure to be amused, dip a iittk into 
the love songs that have been composed and published 
from Anacreon to the present dav, and what a fund of 
entertainment will he find provided for lum ! The hea^ 
then gods and goddesses are the standing and lawM 
means of celebrating the praises of a mistress befotft 
whom, no doubt, Venus for beauty, and Minerva foe 
wisdom, must go for nothing. Every image in native 
has been called up to heighten our idea of female 
charms — the paleness of the lily, the freshness of the 
rose, the blush of the violet, and the vermilion of 4be 
peach« This is even still nothing. One of the most 
approved topics of a love-sick writer is, that ail nature 
ihaes and mourns at the absence of his fair, and puta 
on a new bloom at her approach. All this, we know 
well, has place only in his imagination ; for nature pro* 
ceeds quietly in her course, without minding him an4 
his charmer in the least. But we are not yet done.— t 
The glory of the heavenly orbs, the lustre of the sun 
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Ums^, and even the joys of bearen, a|« frequently idtnd 
faniliarly introduced, to express a lov^s faappioeas 
or hopes* Flames, darts, arroirs, and lightning firooi a 
female eye, have been expressions as old at least a| 
the art of imting, aad wee s'tdl in full v<^e. Some of 
these we can find no other fault with than that thejr arl 
ai littk extravagant ; but. I confess I have sometimes 
b^n sm*prised at the choice of lightning, because it is 
Capable of a double application, and may put us in nund 
that s(nne wives have lightning in their eyes suflScient 
to tenrify a husban<^ as well as the maids have to con* 
sume a lover- 
Does not all this plainly show^ that young persons 
a;re apt to indulge theinselves with romantic expectations 
of a delight, both extatic and permanent, such as never 
did and never can exist ? And does it not at the same 
time expose matrimony to the scoffs of libertines, who, 
knowing that these raptures must soon come to an end, 
think it sufficient toiiisparage the state itself^ that some 
inconsiderate persons have not met widi in it, what it 
was never intended to bestow ? 

I furoceed, therefore, to observe that there is not^ by 
far, so much unhappiness in the married state in ^ene- 
sri, as loose authors untversally suppose. I choose to 
•late ^the argument in this manner, because it is mudi 
mere satkfving, than drawing pictures of the extnones 
on either hand. It signifies very little, on the one 
hand,^o describe the state of a few persons distin^i^ 
ed for understanding, successful in life, respected £y the 

Cblic, and dear to one another ; or on the other, those 
teful brawls which, by and by, (mniuGe an advertise^ 
ment in the news-papers, ^' Whereas Sarah, the wife of 
the subscriber, has eloped from his bed and faoard,l' 
&c« If we would treat of this matter with propriety, 
we must consider how it stands among the bulk of maa^ 
kind. The proposition, then, I mean to establish, is, 
that there is much less unhappiness in the matrimonial 
state than is often apprehenaed, and indeed as much 
real comfort as there is any ground to expect. 



^0iMi|qpflH^lii»tnMiH I oinem, ttettkii^ msnh 
Ittod UuBoughoiit, we find mudi OMve SBrtk&ction and 
chMrftdnettrhi tWBMomd tban tft llis liatle alale. 1ft 
ptoportioii lo their mnbeiv^ I tfank ^ Sote ilM ei% 
nroimap to aMorer yeewy orfiaetithemendiMi of life^ 
dierr is a mueb {[neiMr demeof peerishaeas and dia^ 
oonkeat^ whimskaliiOM am pecaliaf^ft ia tiiolast ibM 
in tke firat. The pniipeetof'ocKitinuiii^aoie^ Atk 
end of Ufe^ oanoivv the auad laal closea die ntatt. ^ ^ I 
knear ao KMtanee <tf m geoUeaMiif of eood^atatei who 
Iked siaj; le till he^ww fMsb finr^ a«f<he wm» eateeai^ 
ed by all his neighbors not only frugal, bat iieaii, ia 
aotpepartaof h»i conduct*^ TUs innie pafioa after- 
ivmids iaspi7mg!«nd haiiiiBg4diildren9 every body ohN 
aenred that; he beoaow ttienl nd open-hearted on tho 
ehaage, when one would have thaught ha had a slionjger 
noti v^ than before^ to aave>eod Imvd aio. On lUs a 
ndghbor of his laade a leaiaek, as a philosofdier^ tibal 
ercry ukiaiate paesion vi stroi^r than aa intermediale 
one; that a single peraon loves weahh imiitedratdy,aaJ 
on its own acoount; wbeiteaa a paseot oan scaree^ 
help^ iwefeiriiig hb chiUeeA ho&re ft^ and vahoag it 
only foe thear sake« 

-thafcadso. toobserve^ Hut m«m»g« »»t be tb. 
aoareo of happineesy as being the ioiniMiale cMse if 
Bsany othen.reialim% the nosl inteiesliAg md deltthii 
Mm I caonot easily figure to myself any man who noes 
mob look upcHi it a» the ^t«>f HMrady Uessiiqp^ to havi^ 
ehtldr^, to be4fae oJbjeots^f attadwenl^oad care wheo 
they am young, and lo inirarte his oaaie aid subtftaace^ 
sriaea he faiaiseif must, inr die coitfsa bf mitare, go off 
the eta£e« Does not this very eircaaialaace gite nm^ 
speakmle digttf^ to each parent in the other's eye, and 
senre lo increase and coanroi that nmon^ whieh youth*^ 
M passion, and less darable motives, fi^ ooomoned 
totakof^ce? I the rather choose to mmitkm this ar«M 
iKfit^ bemuse lleilber evalied imderstandiD^B, nor ^^ 
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nnoe of BiamNops, «rt aeoetsinrjr to rgi?e. it fepice* It k 

teh \^ the pcasaat a& well as by the prince $ and, itmt 
believe soiae obaervera on himfta life, its kiflueaee ii 
jnot less, but greater in the lowev tfaao iDibe higher fmnlOf 
Before I ptooeed loHSiijr fimlfaer imacks, I lauftt sai 
a few words, to ppeveatjor rwioi^ a ^ec^^tkm, vdueJi 
vjtrj probaUy leads many ioto^rror on this subject.^^ 
It is no other than a manl^^ svppasir^ that what would 
l^ot ^re bka ha^ntss^ cannot give it to Anptherr Be« 
cause, perhaps, there are few married women, w1m)s^ 
pcisons, conversataon, manacrs, and condact, are alto* 

Stherlobis taste, he takes.«qpon him to conclude, that 
» husbands, in. diese niimesous instances, most tea^ <a 
misei^ble life* Is it needfipl to ^ajr lany tbin|; tto shew 
Ibe iidbcy of this ? The .Suites and dispMitions of 
men are as various m their; faces $ and tbsrefore wbat m 
4ispUa(GliAg lo ooe^ may.be^ not baivly totemble, hm 
Sigreeable to another* Ibave known a husband deliffbt^ 
ea with his wile's fluency and poignancy of speecE in 
$colding»her sersaats, ^nd^anotner who was not aUe 4d 
btar.tfae least noise of^tbe kind with patienee. 
i. Ha?ioffi obviate this mistake, it will be proper to 
observe, that through all the lo war and middle raaiss 
of lilei their isgeoemlly n good mieasofe of mairk&oaijal 
Mr dofisestai; oomfert, vrhen their cinsumstances are ea* 
sy, or their estate mrowia^* This is easily accomted 
lor, not ooJ^ from^ their being free from o^e of 4he most 
usual causes of peevisiMiesi fuiddisoHitent, bat becs^Mo 
^e a&inii of ..a fismiiymre very seldom in a tbrrrii^ 
slate> i^essiiotb 06eUribute4heirshaie of diligeiiee f so 
that d^yhftvo not onlyacooimonMl^iBess to share, bat 
ajoiet merit inprocaiiiii^Ju r Menms^talkinnaptoies 
of youth and b^ttty, jwit^and sprightliaess, and a bun* 
dijed other shining qualities ; hsit after seven vears oo^ 
J^itationi not oi^ of them is. lo be compaied to good 
lamily maufgfpieat, which is seen at every.mfsal, and 
ielt erity bc^ in tbeiuisbaiod'&fnnree* . To this, iiQwew> 
er, I must apply the caution given above. Such a wife 



may net afipi^r ifikt kiHing to a strdngef 6n a vliffi 
There are a few diatinguished examples c^ women af 
the first rate uoderstandiags, who have ail the etegane^ 
ef court Inreedkig in the pariotnr, and al) the frugaMey 
MhA actiyitjr of a fcrmei^ wife' in the kfttben ; but I 
Maw- not feand tM^ to be the eascf in getieral. I learned 
from a certain anthor fnany years ago^ that ^*a gteat 
khtt of homsehold aiftira; generally %pofts the free, care- 
iesa air <rf a Im lady ;'' mA^i bave tten nd reason td 
ttibeliete it since. » 

Once tnore^ so fiar as i have been able to form ti 
jndgoient, wherever there is a great and confess^ snpe« 
fiority of understending on one side, with some good na^ 
fate on iht oth^r, there ia ilomeatic peace. It is of lit>< 
lie conseqaenee wbifcther the superiority be on the side of 
Ae man <h* wottian, prt>vided tM ground oi it be mani^ 
feat. The fiercest contentions are generally where the 
taUtide td^coibMnfd is not ()«fte ^lean I am sensiU^ 
f iMv brini a^ liitte i4%iile upoa anyself here. If wiH 
hk ^MdgtS that I have ' eleariy esiabifshed the right of 
female aathortQr ot^tkat apt^etes'of htfsbatMb, k^ 
by the name of hen^peekt. mi I begthat the natafe ef 
mff pcM^km My be atieiiti^elT ceniHdet^d. 1 have 
iafidy ^ Where^eirtfaer^ is « great and cenfes^ied'siiperi^ 
ericy of understanding.'^ Shoeld not a man compfy wifi 
beason, irtien ofiered by his Wife, as well as any bod^ 
Mae ? Or oHj^ he to b^ a^insr reason, because his 
#tfi is for it ? I therefoiv tMe the Uberty of rescuing 
fmft ^ nuntberof hen-petkt; tbdse^RrhOa^k the advice, 
eadi^low die dtoection of their wives in mdsf eases, 
becatiM they are Mrfly betM'thali any they could give 
ihtiMelves-Hreaervitig thoai^ oriynnderlhe old denom* 
iMtioa, Hldio^ lS»mf^ fesir,' are subject, net to reason, 
butfOpasaionandiH-humer. I shaH conelude this ob* 
iiervatioaf wHk sayi^, for the honor of the fenmleseaf, 
Ikit I lli^e known a greater namber Of ii is tafttes ttptk 
atidaniaMe conduct, in ease frf a great ineoMlity of 
jik^ent, when the advamtage was on the side of the 
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woma^, than when it was on the side of the man. I' 
have known nianj woiq^it of ^dgment dnd prtidenci^ 
who condocted with the highest rettpect and decenc^ 
towards weak and capricious hnsbands : But not tt^m 
men of cN:8tinguished abilities, who did net betray, n 
hot contempt, at least great indifference^ towards weal 
or trifiing wives. 

Some other^things I had intended to offer upon this 
^Inect, but as the letter has been drawn out to a great^ 
er length than 1 expected, and they will come in wit& 
at least equal propriety und^r other maxims^ I conclude 
at present. 



LETTER II. 



•i 



./ 



y a. It is by fior the salest and most promisifl|f wiqf 
to^^Biatry with a person nearly equal in rank, and pe^^ 
haps in age y but if there is to be a difference^ the titM 
i« much greater when a man marries below his ranfc^ 
than when a woman descends from hers. 

The first pari of this maxim has been in substance 
advanced k^ many writers, and therefore tittle WiH need 
to be Miid upon it. I must, however, explain its mean^ 
ing, which IS not always dearly comprehended. By 
eqoality in rank, must lie understood equality not in for^ 
tone, but in education, taste and habits of life."* 1 d^ 
iot call it inequality, when a gentleman of estate mar^ 
nes a lady who has been from the beginning broughi 
i^p in^e same class of society with himself, and is, vA 
every respect, as elegant in her sentiments and manners,^ 
!3ut by some incidents, that perhaps have lately hap«' 
p^ncd, is unecfual to him in point of fortune. 1 know 
! hat from the corrupt and selfish vi^ws which prevail so 
generally in the world, a marriage of this kind is bfteifi 
considered as unequal, and an act of great condescend 

^ ' * See Note R. - . ^> . 
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noa pB the jpart of tbe man \ but the seatimcDt is ilUl> 
cral and tti^ust« In. £he same mwni^, when a bc^ 
marries a gentleman of character and capacitv, and 
,wbo i3 in everjr respect suitable to her, except that his 
•state is not equal ta^wha^ she might expect^ I do noC 
call it unequal. It is true, parents too fre(]pie&tly pve<* 
let (Circumstances to cfaaiacter^ and the female friends 
of a lady at her owa disposal^ may say in such a case, 
that she has made a poor bargain, mt taking it still 
for granted that the fortune only ^ unequal, 1 affirat 
there is nothing in this circumstance that forebodes f»> 
lure dissension, but rather the contrary* An act of 
generosity never produced a fretful diqsosition in the 
person who did it, nor is it reasonable to suppose it 
will often have that dfect en the ^e who receives it« 

The importance, therefore, of equality, arises sing* 
hr from this etrc«Q»itaaiee--4h8t there is a gres^ proba* 
bility, that the turn, taste, empIoymeDts, ainuseBeat^ 
and general carriage of the pefsehis so intimat^ joim* 
ed) and so frequentljK tegethn*, will be mutually agree» 
able. > 

The oocaHen or motive of ivst etttering iaio the 

inarriage contract^ is. not of so much eonseqoenee t^ 

the felicity of the parties, as idbaPt they find after the;f 

are fairly engaged, and cannot retnm' back. When i 

Visit a new oomitry, my judgment of it mav be influenced 

a little, but neither milch nor long, l^ fmtteriag hopes 

or hideous apprehensions, ent^*tatned before actual 

triaL It has (^ten been said that dissensione between 

married people, generally take their rise from veryin^ 

considerable circumstances ; to which I will add, that 

this is most commonly the case among persons of some 

station, sense, and breeding. Tbismay seem odd, bol 

die«difficulty is easily served. Persons of this chm*ac- 

lerhave a delicacy on the subject of so close a unioni 

afi4 ecipeet a sweetness and compliance in matter9 

that would not.be minded by the vulgar ; so that the 

5« 
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saallness of the cmnmstanee $i:pp^rwkk their eyeaa 

Sgnafation of the «ft«c«. J haveiinoirna gentkNiiiii 
mak and Ms lady ptrc forKie, bjr^^feraiuie ariih^ 
iog from a thmeftaid atiupper, that vas aot mMomh 
as observed to be an kapiopiiety bj, doree foivliiSi of 
the compaiijr. ^ - i ■ 

This, then, is iphat I apfsvehcnd ocoasioas the im* 
portanct of eqaalky ifit rank. Wilbout this equality, 
they do DOt anderstand one another snfiGtently for god- 
thniAl int^oourie.^-^aoy ciases* of diffel9eiice will 
mrise, not only soddea and unexpected, but iaipeasihte 
lo be fiNreseen, aad dierefore'not provide against* J 
tiOBtaJso observe, that an^aplkatian*or ^ipostulatAOi^ 
Ml the eases here ki view, is Inere tedknis and dificaft 
ibati in any othei^-^pertiaps' more dangeioua<and aa^ 
certain in the issne. How shall the one attempt to 
convince the ether of an incongrtttly «f behaiiioiiry in 
what all their former ideas have taught ihem k> belies 
as innoeent or decent, semethnes even laadaUe? . The 
attempt is often considered aS' an insult on their Ibmieii 
station, and instead of producing concord, lays the 
foiHidatk>>i 6f eeatiauisl solici<!i«le,'OriAcre«Huig aver- 
sioHr A man may be guilty of speaking verv luoadvis- 
edly through intemperate rage, or may perhaps come 
home flustered with liqaor, and his wife, if prudent, 
inay find a season for mentionina them, when the ad- 
monition will be received with calmness, . and followed 
by reformaticffi ; but if she discovers her displeasuie at 
rusticity of carriage, or meanness of senltaient, J think 
there is little hope that it will have aoy effect that U 
good« The h^bit cannot be mended ; yet he may have 
OB^aatky enough to see that the wife d his bosem has 
despised him in her heart. 

I am going to put a case* Suppose that the late 

i' , who acquired ^o va»t an estate, had mariied a 

lady of the first rank^ education, and taste, and that 

«be iiad learned a few anecdotw^Df his paUio spetehts 
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-£-4lmt'be &{5oit«' ci^iMs'imtt refioft oithai there cottt^ 
akf^->H3r of n iruai^s being rfroa i bi ct onr^he ^ coast ot' 
^eJslani^ PeamylTStim. "Nawyl dMife ta kooir 
hMr «1m cmU11kI|k pouliag^ and being a Utile, oat of 
&uifMMr^ mpedM^if be omie kmne fullol iaward satis^ 
faction, and was honestly of opinion that he spofaa 
S9«c£;r%a#»«tf asanyotberifVtbe'houfie? That things 
may be fairly tmknoed, I ^iik put anotbtf cfeise* Sup^ 
pose a gentlemin of rank, litoraliflre and taste, baa wmt* 
fied a tradesMian^ daughter for tbesake of. her fortaot^ 
orfroitidfsire^ which he calls *iovav^in^^<l by an^^ aof 
cidefital glance of a fresh eofered young woipaA : Sop* 
pose her netrer to have had- the of^xxrtunity of bdng m 
what the wf^ld caU8 good oompaiiy, an4 io consequence 
IMMbe wholly ignorant of the modes ^t prevail there <e 
Suppdise, at tlie Miaie time, that her understandiag has 
never been enlarged by reading, or conversation. In 
soch a ease, how soon must patsion be sated, and what 
inauaierabla causes of shame and mortificatioa must 
ewry day produce* I am not certain whether tk0 
difficulty will foe greater, if she continues the ^lannoMt 
of bier former, orattenflpu to put on those of her present 
station; If aav man tmnks that he caa easily preserue 
' the es^em and attention due to a* wiie in such circum- 
,8lanoes, he will probabiy:'be^«mi«ta)cen, and no less, so 
' if he expects to ooimnuikjc^e.inefinenY^I by a few les- 
isons, or prevent misbehaVi<sr by irel/iiloc^s, or peeviah 
and satiriieal remains* . 

' But let me come now to the latter part of the miMF-^ 
im, which I do not remember to have ever met with in 
any author — that there is a muich< greater risk when, a 
MOa marries* below his rank, than^wlien a woman mar^ 
ries below hers. As to the matter of fact, it depends 
. entirely oa the justness and accuracy of my observa« 
tions,: of which every reader must be leftv to judge for 
bknseif. I must, however, take notice, that when ^ I 
speak; of a woman marrying below her Hation» I have 
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fio view at ;|11 to include what tbei^ kive been some 
examples of— a gentleoian^s daughter running awajr 
with ner fiaither^s fooUMn, or a My a( qualky with a, 
pla^^ ; this is, in evefy instancy an act of pure las« 
civiousness ; and is, without aay exception that ev^ I 
besfd o^ followed by immediate shame and future bej^*^ 
gary^-rtlt has not, JiQwever, any more conoexioa with 
marriagei than tike tran^ictions of a brothel, or th^ 
memoirs of a kept mistress. The truth is, elopemenU 
in general are things of an eccentric pature : And when 
I bear of one,. I seHom make any further in<]^uiry s^er 
the felicity of the parties. But when marriages ar^ 
^ntracted with any degree of deliberatioiv if there be 
a difference in poiAt of rank, I think it is much better 
the advantage should be on the woman's side than on 
the, maH?s ; that is to say, marriages of the first kind 
are usually more happy than the other* , . 

Supposiagf therefore, the fact to be as now state<i^ 
what remains for me is, to investigate a little jthe qaus^a^ 
of it) and point out those circumstancej^ in human teai"> 
pers and characters, or jn the state of society, which 
give us reason to expect that it will, in most ca^es, turn, 
out so. Whenever any effect is geoerali in .the moral 
9^ well as natural worid, there must ^ some perma<< 
nent cause, or causes, sufficient to account for it. Shall 
we assign as one reason for it, that there is, taking 
them com})l^xIy, i!nore of real virtue and commanding 
principle in the female sex than in the male, whicS 
makes, them, upon the* whole, act a better part in the 
married relation ? I will not undertake to prove this 
opinion to be true, and far less will 1 attempt to refute it 
or show it to be false. Many authors of great penetra- 
tion have affirmed it ; and doubtless taking virtue ta be 
the same thing with sound faith and good morals, much 
may be said in its favor. But there does not appeas 
to me so great a superiority in this respect, las fully to 
account for the e&ct ia q^stioiw Besides, the advan^* 
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^s which r|(i?n hi^ve in point of k]:K)wledge, Atm ih^^ 
lal course of education, may perhaps bafance the 
sBperiofity of women, in point of virtue i for none sure- 
ly can deny, that matrimonial discord may not atise 
from ignorance and folly, as well as Vice/ Allowing^ 
therefore, as much influence to this cause, ds ^very one 
from his experience and observation may think its due, 
fbeg leave to suggest some other things which certain*' 
ly do co-opferate with it, and augment its force. 

1. It is much easier, in most cases, for a man t6 
improve or rise after marriage to a more elegant ta^tef 
in life, than a woman.* I do not attribute this in thc^ 
}east to superior natural talents, but to the more fre- 
quent opportunities he has of seeing the world, and conf 
versing with persons of different ranks. There is nd 
instance in which the sphere of business and conversa- 
tion is not more extensive to the husband than the^ 
wife ; and therefore, if a man is matried to one of taste 
superior to his own, he may draw gradually nearer to 
her, though she descend very little. 1 thinK 1 can re^* 
collect more instances than one of a msin in businesflf 
married at first to his equal, and, on a second marriage^ 
to one of higher breeding, when not only the house ana 
femily, but the man himself, was speedily in a VeiY 
different style. 1 can also recot^lect instances, in whidtt* 
married persons rose together t6 an opulent estate froni 
almost nothing, and the man improved considerably 
in politeness, or fitness for public life, but the wo- 
man not at all. The old gossips and the old con- 
versation continued^ to the very last. It is not even 
without example, that a plain woman, raised by the 
success of her husband, becomes impatient of the so- 
ciety forced upon her, takes refuge in the kitchen, an<f 
spends most of her agreeable hours with her servants, 
from whom, indeed, she differs nothing but in name. 
A certain person in a trading city in Great Britain, 



IropiEWMngmcrely d aKeh&nic^ turned dealcdr^ ^nSt inn 
M^Tie of ytars aeqiiired an immense fortune. He bad 
lb ftlrcNig deftyre tl^t bis family should riiake a figurr, 
and spared no expense in purchasing velvets, siikt^ 
ItMSf&t. but al last he foand that: it <ws» lost labor, 
^d s»id v^ry Ifftdy, that all the Aoney in Great BHtaif 
fFould not make hi& wife aod his daumtera ^Imfief. < 

3. When a wcHoaninaiviefl below leir rank^ I thinH 
it is, gwerally speaking, u|K)|| better aaolives than 
Ii4i6i^ % tmn mamea below bis, «iid tkeiefore Ho woo* 
dfHT' that it ahoidd be attended willr greatfer comfort* I 
fad it inserted in sevcsal ppeiv of llie £pectittor^ and 
I ii^ak Ujami be admitted by evenr impaitial observ<^ 
fFfjUiM woaiai^ara not balf so modb geremed, m tbekf 
^y^ atlMiwents, % beantyv w outivafd 4bhn^ as inea^ 
4 naA of a very aaean fi|pi»e^ tf ke bas any taleift^ 
ipipefLni ai lolflraUe pawar ^ apeaeh, will often m^M^ 
aJBtielf acceptable to a vety 4oireiy woman* ^ h ia afiNT 
gaaaradly ikoiagbl that a woamn rates a ' aian pretty 
mi|ch acecMrdtitg to the dteaar be f s ludd in 1)7 hitf owi 
aex : if ibia is tba ewe, it nib be preaumed that wbes 
a juan aiir^eada ia baa ' addiMca 4cl m- ladV of hicher 
breediag tlmn bia ownf«ha is not^'altagether voiff ef 
mnpfity-and therafisre ariU noit>ia <ha isaue di^face bBt 
idM^« Thia will becooArm^d by TdSeotbg that aii^ 
my moh mawriagea awat he with pegsona of the leilrne^ 
profe38iona t k is ps«t a^ daubt, thai literatnfv te&iai 
a3 well as enbiirgfBs the miad, aod generallif renifefa si 
man^ qapaUe: of appealing with toianible dtgnity, whel^ 
a^Rer have hean the place or cirtmnMaaceaof bis hi#di«- 
It is easy 10 seetbattfaefeversectf an tb» nntst heppiHt 
Ufion Ike other snppositicR : ' When^ e taan nmrHea mn 
bw his tank, the ver|r best^mottve 60 wbic^ k elm br 
attributed, is wn admmticm^ her beamy.- GMd itfim{ 
aa4 other oMire valuable qtialhies, are not eerily ieen 
uader the diacuiae of lowMbreeding, and when lliey sM 
3aen, have seldom justice done thm* Now aft beaiit^^ 




li^ mueh move &djiig than-life, aod fiide» soon^ ill 4 
liasband'ft eye than aay other, i» a liHle time noAiii^ 
will remaia bu^ wbat tends to create oaeasinets ana 

S» The iMsaesetOB of Ae graces^ or taste and ^4e*> 
aance of manoeiV) is a^ muKh m&m tnporta&t part of 4l 
female than a male character* Nature has given 4 
much greater degree of beauty and sweetness to the 
outward form of women than of men, and has by that 
means pointed out wberehi &eir several excellencies 
Aould consist. From this, in conjunction with the for^ 
mer observation^ it ia manifest^ that the man who finds 
in his wife a reinarkable defect in point of politeness,> 
^r the art of pleasing, will be much mwe disaj 
than the womaawho^finds a IMieileAfct'in her 
Many do not fimn anv ^ifedatioaa «f^refinemmi€ ii 
their hnsbands^ evva o^bie Ufarriage : tiot a fefw^ if I 
^ not much mistaken^ are jplher pleased thi»fi others 
wise, to thiak that any o»e who "enters the house, per^ 
ceivesth^ difefwee Deiwae9 die«leMnce of tbe Wife^ 
and the plainness, Bd to say lbe> awkwardness of tlie 
husband* I have observed Ais, eiren down tothe low- 
est laak* A triMiesman or counwv fiumer'H wife wtH^ 
fometimes abuse and scold her hasiwmd for waiit of 
Older or deanliness^ and dicte is^ao mark of imv^rd^ 
a^ice or ill*h«mop in that scoidiBg, becaase she iil 
s^asible it ia her psg^r prarvince to be accurate in that 
matter. I think also, that the hasband in such cases ii 
oSu^ griitified i»st€«id of bdng off^iided, because it 
pleaseahte tochinklhathehas a wife that doiM justed 
she ougM to do. But take the thing the ether wery^' 
and theie ia no raidc of Kfe, Awm' the priifce'to the pea-» 
iaat,, in> which the husbaad can take pleasure in a wifl^ 
move awkward or more ^ofienly than kiesself. ^ 

To sum up the whole, if some emifemtty oi* sini^ 
bftey <>f maimefs is of A» aUnost consequence to^tncHHs 
aiQiiiai comlort — if tasie and etogsii^ea^of mop^cdriL 



their statioa i—eMod, if it i« mom difficult ibr li^f lo^af^ 
(juire it aiSter la^uEriag^ if >lpie 4ii^ not po«MS6 it heSm 
r— I hiunUy cooceive I have fully ftupported ay pcppor 
fitioD, thai there u ^ fBomh |reat^J^ ia a man'a nmp 
iryiag below hiastatiooy thMawooiM's^ 
vom hers* 

9.. I 
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X 0AfK not yet d<M jirith tt^ JMWMt 00 matii* 
AOiial happHiefti; thc»«|Qfie>obaenre, 
I 4. Thai it U aol by iat af so wicb eooeeqiieiiee; 
what are tbelaleals, tanper^ taro of onad, chttraelM^ 
Cffi^umftlaafirt of both or ^ilberaf thepn^ies^ IM diflit 
tiheFa be a ojemaiii suiiaUeaeat or cariespcMKkoca of 
lbf>se <^ tha Qoe to those? of iib# dher* < < t 

Thoea: eaaeiy writeni, who have takea haman Mtfai^ 
Upd life aa thair ^raat {;»MFal sabject^ hare iiiaii^ ra^ 
iaarha4>Q tjhercaatae of ildelioily to the omrrtage iiaioai 
i|i.val} as oaaay stirihiagpaaii beaictifiil|iictiirai'af ivvhel 
naald be jot^ gecwoue, pradifU, and dmilul eon^iieli 
m ^b^ oantrarieay ia partieafaur cinaameteiiot fL >iGlaai 
uMaahave baen take»alao.>lo {loiiit^aiiltwhat Mgbl ta 
tie 4ha .aK)livea of cboiaa t<^ bach pavtiaa^ if th^axpeel 
bappiBieas. Without ameetag inea a full deltil of wtet 
has baeft said apaa this tolHeoty Ttihiak tha^ two efaMtf 
<HMpalatOM<£Mr preforaaoe, aave^aeiieraUy been ■ gouj 
Mtore e«d .goodsaoaa. Tba aSraeaCes for the Ini 
mcff that as the happiness of marriod people miisl aiiaa 
Am a oaaftkiiial tateiv^aaga of kiodom^ 
ajMudbea of >sniaU circuaKiaoeas^ tbal^ ocoer every iKN«y 
a gentle aad esisy di!i;ioiitiaa'«'-*a Iei»par^that4» 



te itsfeK^— must be the cacise of happiness to another. 
The advocates for good 9ense say, tnat the sweetness 
of good nature is only for the honey-moon ; that it wiH 
i^ither change its nature, and become sour by long 
islanding, or becon^e wholly insipid ; so tbat if it do 
fiot generate hatred, it will at least incur ifid^erenc^ 
6r contempt ; where&s good sense is a sterling quality, 
which cannot fail to prbduce and preserve esteem — tht 
true foundation of rational love* 

If I may, as I believe most people do, take thepre^ 
vailing sentiments within the compass of my own readt 
ing and conversation, for the general opinion, I think 
It is in fevor of good sense. And if we must determine 
between these two, and decide which of them is of the 
most importance when separated from the other, I have 
very little to say against the public judgment. Bvii in 
this as in many other casesj k is only imperfect and 

fHteral, and often ill understood and fals^ely applied* 
here is liardly a more noted saying than that a^ man 
of sense will nerer use a woman ill, wWch is true <x 
false according to the meatimr that is put upon the 
phrase, ttnng a woman ilL If H be meant, that he will 
not so prol^bly beat his wife, as a fool ; that he wiH 
not scold or curse her, or treat her with ill manners be* 
fore company, or indeed that he will not so probafaljr 
keejf) a continual wvangli&g, either in public or private^ 
I admit that itis true* Ckml^simse is i\» best seewit^ 
against indecorums of every kind. But if it be meaat|i 
that such a man will met make his wife in any case 
tmiy misemble, I utterly deny it^r On the contrary, 
Ibere are mafiy instance id which mea make use of 
ttdr sense itsdf, their judgment, peaetfalien, and 
lOMfwledge of huonn life, to make tbetr wives xbox^ 
exquisitny unhappy. What shall we rav of those, wha 
eaa stingy them with reflections so artfolly ouarded that 
it^ts nnpossiUe not to feel them, and yet sSmoet at iBi< 
{lepiiMe with propriety to €Oiiipl«n of them I 
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I iMsl also observe, tkat « Ug^ jdtfpe-^ Aifaiq^ 
in smdoieiit, althougii dik ia tbe pre^sali^g i^grediaftC 
whe& men aettempl to pakii refined fetieitjr iq 1I10 naaniy 
•d itate, is one of the most dangetQua qualities that cqa 
be meniioBed. It ra like certaio SEM^iafSS tbat W 
p&fferkl in their operation, but at tlie aame tim^ «rfr 
quire the utmost caiition and prudeaoe, a9 tp^ ibe tkm 
and manner o£ tbeir being ajppUed^^^^A man or wonaa 
of extreme delicacy is a delightfiil 6om|paimoi for « 
mA or a day. Bvi tbeve are many cba^cc^rsi which 
i veuld greatly prefear in a parti»r, ora ebildi or otb^ 
aear relation, in whose permaneru happiaefyr I Mtmp 
■elf deeply eooc«>ned« I heq^e no. boay will think nn 
to clawflisb as to exclude senttmeni altogether. I ba^ 
declared my opimoa upon^ thia sul^t, and also my 
desiie that tl» woman shoold be the more refined i 
ike two. Bm I adhere to it» that carrying this maMer 
to an extreme is of the most dat^rons oeMetii^noaf 
Yonr high sent nentalists form esnoectations whif^b i^ 
ia impossible lo gmtify* The gallaalipy of (^onntsbipi 
and^ma complaisance of general convenrntioo ia pom 
emelea, jmem to ptomiae what the downright real^ ^oC 
isatrimaay cannot affiMtl. 

i wffi here relate a case that fell witbia my obser- 
' vation. A person of noble hiiih had been same yean 
married to a mofchaai's daagtoer of immmise fortaoai 
by which bis estate had bean saved from ruin. Bet 
emiealioB had beien as aotod as money could make Uf 
from her Mifmicyc so^ that «she knew evofy mode of 
lijgh life>as welt as be. They were : upon ^a visiit feo^a 
hiaufy of equal rank^ intimately oonnected with the 
ai^or eSiim ktter. The manner of the^ amn twm 
diattaguished and ^Denrplary. His behavior to-his ladi 
was mlh the most perfect deheacy. He «f)oke to km 
as often as to any oiher^iand treai^ her not only wilh 
ihetsBBie eomplaceaey, bwt iidkh the same deceney and 
reserve^ that ha did eiher ladies. To ib^ he>ia4dad 
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ibe wmi t^ndir s^lid^cle sbbiit her. nxA takiog coU, 
iboot her [dace in tbe chameiber, and bar coreruig when 
Mine abrodd, 41cc« &c* After ibeir deparUne, the wboie 
femily ihey had left, eftcepting one, were two^ ot three 
A^s cKpaciftfiiig ^m the i>Bauty of his behavior* Oat 
iidjr>4R putieiibr said 9^ last, ^^ Oh 1 how happj 9 
IMiivied woiiMin have I seen*" The single disseateri 
who was an elderly Wioman, (hen said, ^^ Well ; jm 
iaay ber^bt; but I am of a diff<^%nt opinion x I dto not 
like so p^feci and finished a ceremonial between pesr 
siHis^ who have been mawried fire or six yown at leasU 
I observed 4hat he did every thing ihat he oaght to hav# 
ihMie, and likewise that she received his civiuties with 
iMMch dignity atid good manners, but with gneat gravid 
Xfr^ I would ffBiAast have se^i him lees ponetual and 
feer «iefe cheeriiiL H^ thteefiare,.tbat la^dy is as hapM 
ia her bean as yM sappose, i am nuatahea ; that is alL 
Bat if] ware la nwke a bat apoa it, I would bet as 
ttiach upon the uadesonta and his wife, acconttag to^ 
Iha^ camiaoa descriptioa, walkiog to churchy ifae oaa 
ihciee ar fear yards hefBredie othcr^and never loiJuaj[ 
)Hkck«'' What did time discarer ? That noblemaa ana 
hk lady parted within two yeais, and nerer re-Aitiilad. 
' i«et me naw estabtiifaiiay maxiBiy that it is not the 
iaa mialities of both ot m^e^ party that will maiaa 
tepp»iess,'ba$4hat the one be mitaoie to the otheiv 
By tfadr beim suitable, is not ta be naderstaod their 
teiaf Jioth af the smae tard ; bat that die ddealaaf 
Ike one foe sappked orsabmitted to bv soow eorree^ 
fondeat qaalityof thaotkar.^ I thkikJ nave seen raanf 
vistaaces, in which gmvity, severity, aad even morasa^ 
mm husband, wkua tktre kas been virtue at half 
hava kaaaao tempered wfthaMekoeasygmUleneni 
Ifad aof^iliaiiQe in the wife, as has prodaced real anil 
|aitiiigioaii4M< t^ both, i tkmra also seen, saaarioslaa^ 
l99§i £ wiueh soumass, and want of feaiaie softncas* in 
HWMmothavabaeii sokappily aM^Misatedby aasiaatft 
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^d good^bmiKn* io a busbaiKi, that np app^oan^ of 
wrangUog or hatred was to be s^n in a wjbole life^ 1 
jiave seen multitudes of instances, in which vulgarity 
and even liberal free^dom, not far from brutality in t 
husband, has been borne with perfect patience and s^ 
l«nity by a wife, who,. by long custo«^had become,^ 
it were, insensible of the impropriety, and yeit nevef 
inattentive to her own behavkir. * ...j 

As a farther illustration, I will relate two or tbi^ 
cases from real life, which have appeared to me tb$ 
most singular in my experience. 1 spent some timf^ 
many years ago, in the neighborhood, of, and frequent 
intercourse with, a husband and his wife in the fbllo% 
ing state. She was not. han^lsmie, and a^ the saoif 
time was valetudinary, fretful and peevisl^conslantly 
piking of her ailments, dissatisfied with every thing 
about her, and, what appeared most surprising^ shf 
vented these complaints most when her husband waf 
present. He, on the other hand, was most afiectionaii 
and sympathising, constantly upon the watch for anf 
thing that could gratify her desires^ ^. alleviate her 
distresses. The appearance for a while surprized me^ 
#nd I thought he led the life of a slave. But at last I 
discovered that there are two ways of complainingf not 
readily distinguished by common observers : The ont 
is an expression of confidence, and the x>th0r of discoil* 
tent. When a woman opens all her complaints to hex 
kusband, ^n foil confidence :that he will sympathiser^ 
, her, and seeking the relief which such sympathy affoid^ 
taking care to Seep to the proportion which experieii^sf 
has taught her, will not be disagreeable to him.;, .it 
frequenUy increases instead of extinguishing affectjoftt 

Take, another case as follows : Syrisca wai a j(xm% 
woman the reverse of beauty. She got b&r living 
in a tiadioj[ city, by keeping a, small smd, not of tht 
millinery kind, which is nearly aUied to elegance mi 
high Ufe, but of common; grocery goods, ^o tbat^tht 
poor were her chief custoiners. 



Bjribe dentb of a brotfier kk Hk East tidies, she 
eam« suddenly and undxpeeiediy to a fartane of oian^ 
ibotaaild poaiids. Tke moment this was koo^n, it 
kofgbt's ne&Y m the neighborhood destined Syrisca » 
a prize for Hofratio, Iter owti borother, of the militarf 
brc^sston, on half pay, and rather past die middie of 
MB. For Ms pmpose she made her a riiit^ carried 
Imr to her hpase, assbted, no doobt, in bringmg home 
and property sectoring her fortmie ; and in as diort a. 
tkne as could uTetl be expected, completed her parpose. 
They lited together on an estate in the country, often 
i^sited by the great relations of the husband* Syrisea 
was good natured and taikathre, and therefore oAea 
betrayed the meanness of her birth and education, bit 
ins not sensible of it. Gkkx} will supplied the place 
if-good brecding^with ho*, and she (ml not know the 
diierenee. Horatio had generosity and good sena#^ 
treated her with the greatest tenderness, and having a 
great land of fMsetiousness and good humor, acquired 
a happy talent of giving a lively or spr igbtly turn ta 
every thmg said by his wife, or diverting the attentioa 
pi the company to other subjects. The reader wA 
|>robaUy say, he todc the way thitt was pointed out by 
reason, and was most eonducive to his own comfort, 
l^say so too; but at the same time affirm, diat ther^ 
are multitudes who could not, or would not have fot^ 
lowed Ins example. 

* I give one piece of history more ; but with some 
fear, that nice readers will be od^ded, and call it a 
esuricatore. However,^ let it go. Agrestis was a gen<^ 
tleman of an ancient femily, but the estate was almost 

Eme; little more of it remained but what he farmed 
mself, and indeed his habitation did not differ from 
ikfaat of a farmer, but by having an old tower and ba^ 
tlements. He had either received no education, o# 
4iad been incapaUe of profiting by it, for he was tbe 
most ittiierate person I ev^ knew, who kept any com* 



MBY. His coBvenatk>n <M not riise evtn to po&tics, 
lor 06 found such insupera^ble cKfficuIty in {M^ommncbig 
the names of generak, adminds, countries, and eitie^ 
constantly occurring in tiie newspapers, that be wai 
obliged to give thein up altogether* Of ploughs, wag? 
gons, cows, and horses, be ki^w as*much as most mem 
What related to these, with the prices of grain, an<l 
the news of births and marriages in the parbh and 
neighborhood, completed the circle of his comwrfeetieni 

About the a^e of forty he marred Lenia, a young 
Woman of a family equal to him in rank, but somewhat 
•iqoerior in wealth. She knew a little mcHre of the 
strain of faidiionable conversation, and not a whit menf 
of any thing else* She was a slattern in^ her person^ 
ft&d of consequence there "was neither cleanliness a^r 
order in the family. They had many. ehiUrea ; she 
bore him twins twice — a circumstance of which he was 
Yery proud, and frequently boasted of it in a manner 
jK>t over delicate, to those who had not been so Ibrtu^ 
aate in that partieidar. Tbey were both good natured 
Md hospitable ; if a stranger came he was made h^art* 
il^ welcome, though sometimes a little incommoded by 
an uproar among ihe children and the dogs, wb^ 
striving about the fire in a cold day ; the noise was^ 
however, little less dissonant than the clamours of A* 
grestis himself, when rebuking the one, or chastening 
the other, out of complaisance to his guests. The cou^ 
pie lived many years in the most peifeet amity by their 
Deing perfectly suitable the one to the other ; and i 
am confident not a woman envied the wife, nor a man 
the husband, while the union lasted* 

It is very easy to see from these exampks, the vast 
importance of the temper and manner of the one, being 
truly suitable to those of the other. If! had not givea 
histories enough already, I could menCk^n some '<iB 
which each party I think could have made some otbet 
iotaD or woman perfectly happy, and yet diey nm^ 
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coQtd arrtire at Ju^ppkiess, or indeed be at peace wkk 
^ne anolber* Certatoly, therelbre, this shcmld be aa 
ob|ecf partkidariy attended to in eouvtohips, or wbiit 
jaanriage i» on the ttg^ as politicians say. i 

. If I look* out for a wife, I ouafat to consider, not 
wbetfaer a lady has ine qimlidei? tor which ahe ought 
to be esteemed or admired ; but whether she has such 
ft deportment as I shall take particular delight in, and 
9oeh a taMe sa gives reason to think she wiU take de«^ 
light in me : 1 may pitch too b^b, as well as too low, 
and the issue may be equally unfortunate. Perhaps J 
shall be tokl there lies the great di£Scuky* How sh^ 
we make this discovery ? In time of youth and courts 
sbipf there is so much studied attention to please, from 
kfcleresled views, and so much restraint from fasbioa 
and the observatioa of others, that it is hard to judge 
how they will turn out afterwajrds. a 1 

^: . This I confess to be a considerable difficulty, and 
al.ihe same time greatest upon the man's side* . Tha 
nail being ge^ierally the eldest, his character, tempef 
smd habits>may be more certsdnly knowA* Whereas tnera 
are sometttse& great disappointments on the other side; 
md th^t happily both ways* 1 am able just now to 
recollect one or two instances of giddy and foolLA, aay^ 
ol idle^^ lazy, drowsy girk^ who, laUer mamage, felt 
tbesif elves interested, and becan^' dis^spirited and ac« 
tive heads of families, as any whatev^; and also some 
of the most elegant and exemplary, who, after marriagei 
fell into a languid stupidity, and contracted habits of 
the most odious and disgustful kind. These instances, 
however, are rare, and those who will take the pains to 
iPi^amiiie, may in general obtain satisfaction. It is also 
proper to observe, that if a man finds it difficult to 
jnc^e of the temper and character of a woman, he has 
a great advantage on his side, that the right of selec# 
tion belongs to him. He may ask. any woman ha 
plAseS) after tba most mature deUberatifi% and neeifk 
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ilk no <ilh«; wbep^as a woiMa flxoil ifidke the best 
ftboiee die can, of diose only who do or probably wili 
•fik her* Bui witk theae reflections in oiv Tiew^ wlnt 
idiall we say of the iocoocebaUe foUf of diose, who^ 
in :tiiiie ef •courtabip, are every now and thin^ taking 
ofencey and sometimea very great lobotiaatoiis wte n» 
eeaeary to taaiie up' the Imadies ? If so^ persbai 
anarry, and do not agree^ shaU we pity them f I think 
not. lAfter the most serene coartsUp^ itefe h^ po9> 
siMy be a rough enough passage through life ? hut ai^ 
te^a^oo«rtsbip* of stones, to expect a marriage of caha 
wet^her^ is certainty more than common presimiptiaD*; 
therefore they ought to take the consequences. 

On Ae vmole^ I think that the calamities of the 
^kiarried slate aragenerallv to be imputed to^ the per* 
sons themsftvesuin the fmowing pmipOKiMm ^fr^Tbmm 
fourths to the man for want of care and judgment in 
the choke, and one fourth to the woaiaa oa the same 
acore. Suppose a man had bought a him, and after a 
year or two, should, in conversation widi his neighboTi 
make heavy complaints how much he had been dissqp- 
pcMted, I imagine his friend might say to him, Did you 
not^see this land before you boudit it ?^— O yes, I saw 
it oiiten« — ^Do you not und«rstano soils ?*<«-l think I do 
tolerably. — ^Did .you (Uot examine it with care ?^-*Not 
sonmch aa I shoaU^have done; standing at a certain 
place, it looked achnirably well ; the fences too were 
new, and looked exceedingly neat ; the house had been 
just painted a stone ccdour, with pannelling ; the win- 
dows were lai^e and elegant ; but I neglected entirely 
to examine the sufficiency of the naaterials, or the dis- 
position of the apartments^ There were in the month 
of April two beautiful springs, but since I have lived 
here they have been dry every year before the middle 
of JuBe« — ^Did you not inquire of those who had Hved 
on the place, of the permanency of die S{Mrings ? — No, 
iaoeedy } oa^itled it.-^Had jrou the fidl measufa 



were promised?— Yes, every acre. — Was the righ| 
complete and valid ? — Yes, yes, perfectly good ; na 
man in America can take it from me. — Were youi 
obliged to take it up in part of a bad debt ? — No, nothing 
like it. I took such a fancy for it all at once, that 1 
pestered the man from week to week to let me have itJ 
-<-Why really then, says his friend, I think you had 
bietter keep your complaints to yourself. Cursing and 
fretfulness will never turn stones into earth, or sand 
into loam ; but 1 can assure vou, that frugality, indus* 
try, and good culture, will maKe a bad farm very tolera-^, 
ble, and an indifferent one truly good* 



" IfoTX, Some Frencli phraiei hare been tramlftted, and a kfffi 
0mii Wfbul >ittri tt« M aade^ ia HiepreodiatLfttgii. 
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NoTB A. PugeS* 

THE anlfaoc tfigj^ well hav« dwelt longer on the estvene i^f^t- 
fiKnM» add i9fpfud€met ol numj ydiopff^people i» the r^giout ed«* 
caiMB oC their chiUbpeii» 

, 1« Tk$§ m 4^^^ Mil ift piow e]»mpley and ip esertioM 
ta ijudnict ^>ei? childrea ia the ImowMge of djwft trith* Tht 
leaioae wbjr Ibeir exMRp^ k aa deiisclure, are,; that thef axe waiil»> 
ing in deepi habitual pietjr, and thatjhejr are not aware, or da not 
hahit«aUj ooQfidex^ how great an indnence the tempar of mind 
which their daily conduct ezhihitii hat in foming the character 
af thaic choldKea. The Mme^ tiier^Mre, ii, thai they posseee 
Store ^untnality, aoie of that niad which waa^in Chriit tons, and 
&at tiie J iiain«mber» that in religion, at weU ae in ether thiagti 
f nami^ it the mott inportant part of education* 

Their neglect of the r^i^ut inatraciaon of their children, it tn 
he traced to the tane teiucet ; that it, to a want of deep, habitu* 
^ V^f^9 <^ *A ignorance or ibrgetfiiloeta that it liet in thek pow* 
«r ta f99ifkQt» the tpiritnal weifiure otf* their chiidwin* Many pot* 
^eet 40 Uttle lepiibility to divme troth, and ave to little imprete- 
ed with ih» tcenet that await them and their children beyond the 
fraire> that they loel little tolicitude whether tbey love Oodt or hate 
hint whether they go to heaven, or to-^^hell. The tempwil wejU 
Axe of ^leir cl^ldi«» awakeat all their ansueliet ; they cannot eft* 
dfue the profpect of thei^ tuSering from kidigence, or of their ba<« 
iBif; ignorant) or de^ftsed ; while their apiritual poverty, their i^« 

^aranee of divine thingiH ^ ^^^ ^^>^*^ ^ ^^ *>l^ ^ ^<^ *^ 
anlARPitho«i^^. 
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Bat there are some parenti, who do fee] anxiout for ^bit best itt» 
terests of their children, and who fervently pray for their tpiritaal 
welfare, who yet neglect their reUgioiis instmction, from an idea, 
that ai God only can give repentance, no means or motives can be 
of any avail. Such do not consider, that means have as much ef* 
ficacy in religion, as they have in any thing else. Means derive 
their efficacy, in all cases, solely from the will and agency of Ood. 
Our encouragement to use means in any particular case, depends 
on the reason we have to believe, that God has, in his purposes, 
connected such means with the end desired. Now, from scriptura 
and experience, we know, that God has established a connexion 
between religious instruction afid vital piety. We have reason to 
believe, that if there were no defect in religious instruction, it 
would ordinarily, if not uniformly, produce its proper effect on the 
heart. If pious parents were convinced of this truth, how could 
they endanger the eternal interests of ^ir ch^ren by ne^ecfnlg 
to make them acquainted with the character and the commflaids of 
God, and by placing teachers over them at school, who will give 
them no instruction of this kind. But the evil does ndt stop 
here; for, " ' • ' ~ 

2. There is much trnprtictenee in the nianner in which 6ie'fittle 
religious instructioil that children do receive, is generally condtoiet-' 
ed. It is conducted in such a manner, that early and unneceesiirj' 
prejudices are excited against religion, and that, after m«^h%- 
bour, but little real knowledge of divine truth is gained. 

In the first place, religion is often so exhibited to the t^W of 
tbildr^n, that they unavoidably became impressed with the idea, 
that it is a thing which produces gloom and faielancfaoly. Tlie fttCt 
is, that the views which many pious people entertidn, df tfOliMr of 
the doctrines of the Bible, do render them gloomy. Tlie fkiif rem- 
edy for this, is, that they obtain more enlightened views of ^e 
benevolent character of God, affid of the various meth^^ which 
he has adopted for displayiag his love and proniO tft igtlie^haf>pteei<' 
of his creatures. When a pfarelkt addresses his child oii^arf r^- 
ious subject, when he pf^ents to his view any truth or doctrine 
of the Bible, heishbuld, IhOugh always serious and sometiiliei i^- 
^mn, yet ever^'dd It'^ith a tone of toice and expreMion of co«ite- 
ftance, which shall lea^ on the mind of the chfldtfae unprelsiOBi' 
that that truth or doctrine it a source of joy to the parent* ^How 



9SI$SkM Itm, iByy contfaiy inyiyarinn wftde ! Howo^te&iitb^clitldy 
while drireA to the conviction that religion i^n8C%u»Tj to save hin 
from deatractioii^ and tiuit an attendance^ upon the duties of reli- 
gion is. iniperiously Ee<|aired, left without any reasoyn to suppose 
HMNt.seiigio&is in iiself desirable or detightful. 

In the seeatitf place, daldren aro often so managed, tiMittfaegr 
come; teiconttder it as the chief offipe of religion, to impose a se- 
vers and nnnecessaiy restraint upon every species 9f eiyoymeat. 
This^ iinpression is made while they are very young. The restraint, 
^£|f instance, which b laid upon the child on the sabbath, often, for 
w»At of prc^r cantion and instruction on the part of the parent, 
|go4ttc.cs a&lse and unhapfiy impression in regard to the nature ef 
leUgion and in regard to the character of Grod. 

The duild should be led to form his firsi ideas of the design of 
the sabbath, by harag a difierence qiafk in the employments of 
the day. This may be done by accustoming him, as soon as his 
capaiG^jr wiU aUow, to spend a little while several times during 
the day,, in. learning to lead and in recetviag religious instmctioo. 
If Uttse lessons an oondncted so as to interest^ and are not pco* 
traded so as to become tedious, they will have a happy tendeaqy* 

b mgard to the restraint which is to be placed iiqpon his amuse?- 
ments inenbs o e picn t childhood and during the period of youth, it 
in important that he sluwld distinctly undegstand, and be impress- 
0d with ^le.cQnviciiQn, tiiat whatever restraint religion may im- 
pose, is reasonable, and designed to promote the happiness of him;" 
anl£ anifc others. Let him be made to perceive, that as far as 
amnsemaBia aie ianocenl, no restraint is imposed. He may easily 
be made sensible, tiutt this is the general principle which goTetna 
faiaparentf. in the restrictions they io^MAe, although he may not, 
i^eveigr iaelaiice, be- able to perceive what it is, that renders a 
jwitiindar amnsement hustfiil, or impropec If the pacent aska 
ijyw h§ shalj^ Jii|ow whose to deaw Ihe Mne. between amai^ipfipts 
Hmt are immceat and those that are not, aa mother thaa general di- 
aactioni ca& be gineik. 

Wa maynptiKe to say» that amm^ments which are improper 
Ibr paefcijws.Qf . religion^ ai;e iynpgoper for all. A refusal or neg- 
lect to enter into a public engagement to senre the Lord, cannot 
nisaspfaNm the oblifatm^ biadiBg on all, to ipve him siyN^emfiily 
a«dk ^^«to9 himBtntSmHj* £f A. jomg, P«Gii|^ thup^^^can be 
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allowed to eagage in aoj aaiiiMmeaty in which ifae ttucipie of J^m 
8118 1118^ not consistently engage. 

I^ here, the christian inquires what amnsomests he ought <o 
avoid, he maj be safely directed to fly from all which he knows to 
have a* tendency to lead into si% in which he cannot hope to ei^oy 
a sense of the divine presence, which produce a state of mind or of 
feeling which disqualifies him, while it lasts, for serious or devo« 
tional duties, or which he finds to take away his s|«nt of prayer 
and his aspirations after communion with God. This subject is 
treated with ability in «Biddulph*s Dialogues,** a litUe book 
which is especially recommended to the perusal of those, who think 
they possess the spirit of Christ, while they retain their fondnesa 
for gay amusements and frivdous conversation. 

Where religion has a place in the heart, it destroys the fondness 
for gaiety and frivf^ty, by^ giving a relish for higher enjoyments. 
And even without religion, a well cultivated and well furnished 
mind finds sources of pleamre far superior to all that the round of 
4asbioiiable folly can affi>rd. Would parents, then, supersede the 
necessity of restraint, and save their children from their smuI 
propensity to frequent scenes, where health is often exposed, when 
precious time is wasted, where temptations are presented, where 
the mind is 'dissipated, and where the heart is often comqsted, let 
them early store their minds with useful knowledge, give them a 
taste for readings and especially teach them the fear end love oC 
tiie Lord. • 

A third reason why 4he religions instruction ef chiklren so oftefe 
fiBdb to produce its proper effect, is, that it is conducted in such^a 
manner that little real knowledge of divine troth b commnnicated 
to the mind. The cUld may indeed heat a great deal, he jmay 
read a great deal, and may commit a great deal to tnem^ ; but 
as to wtderttainding what he faesurs, reads, andcomouts, that is out 
of -the question. Now, what benefit, what sanctifjnag influence^ 
can be expected firommere toundt? God is wont to make divme 
iruth the medium of sanctification ; and in order that it may have 
this effect, it must bepereeiv^ by the mind : but no divine troth is 
penteived, so long as the terms and propositions which are used to 
express it, are not undewtood. 

And not only does such instmction (if instmctioo it can be call- 
ed) possess no effica^ ^ benefit the child; b«it it4pwdu6es a pooiiP 
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tiveljr ba^ eStct^ It is an iriTBome task, to hear and leam long, 
unintelligible lessons ; and the unpleasantness of these religious 
lessons, is considered bj tiie child as tiie unpleasantness of reli* 
gion itself. The idea of religion becomes permanentlj associat- 
ed in his mind with the idea of the religious tasks which he has been 
required to perform ; so as to reviye in bis breast, when he hears 
or thinks of religion, the painful sensations which the performance 
of those tasks has been accnstoiiied to excite. 
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TrX doctrtee of the ostoeiaH&n o/idetUy which ir here just hint* 
ed at bj the author, i» Amdamental in the phlloioi^ of the humaa 
mifad and in the science of edvcation. Two ideaa are said to be 
kssociated, when, if tiie one is brought into the mind, it habituaUj 
-or frequency suggestf the other. If I think of or Tisit a spot, 'vdiich 
Iformetlj Tisited in company with a dear firiend, now absent of 
dead, ^e recoBection of that friend is excited in my mind, ^hyj 
does tiie idea of the spot bring into my miiid the idcA of tiie firiead? 
Because, by my formerly seeing the spot and the friend togetb^Tf 
the two ideas became permanentiy associi^ted. In Uke manner, 
an idea is associated with a desire or aTenion, or with an emotion 
«if pleasure or pain, when the introductioa of the Jdea into the 
Kind is wont to excite that particular desire, aversion, or emo- 
tion. Thus, the idea of the amiable qualities of a friend, is asso* 
ciated with an eBK>tion of lore. And the idea of the distress of a 
fellow creature is associated with an emotion of compassion ; and 
this emotion, with a desire to afford relief. Borne associations^ 
are the necessary reililt of the constitution of the human mind ; 
but for the most part, they are casually formed by the circumstan* 
ees in which an indiTidual is placed. Hence, the associations ofi 
ideas and feelings which different persons have formed, are exceed- 
ingly difierent The idea of a book, or of study, for instance, is as- 
socitted, in tk^ mind ^ one child^ witb varices agreeable Ideas and 
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pleasant lematioiis ; whiles ia the miiicl of aaoCheis ^ saaae ide% 
jjii ooweqiieDce oi uoakUfol and ii^dioknii maoftgement <m liie part 
of the parents or inBtmcteri) hat become associated with ideas and 
sensations of the very opposite kind. Again, in the miad oft>Be childy 
the idea of a parental command has become babxtiudly associated 
with th6 idea (and of course with the act) of obedience ; while, 
in the mind of another, the same idea has become firmly associatT 
ed with the idea of disobedience ; and if the idea of scolding and 
blows occurs, (as it probably will in this connexion) it brings with 
'it the associated idea of successful resistance. Once more, in the 
minds of maigr children, an association has been formed, by the 
tales of the nursery, between the idea of darkness and tiioee of 
ghosts and hobgoblins. This associatioo is often so riyeted, by 
repetition and by impressions of terror, that it emt Aever after- 
wards, by any courage* /orx^atODs^rpbiiosopfay, be entirriy diih 
solved. 

A full illustratioD of this subjeot would exceed.ibe Uauts^-ef a 
note, het it suffice to Kecommend the etudy of it to aU who ba,wt 
any thing to do in the business of education, or who have any de* 

^re to possess a knowledge of human,natuie« The chief businesi 
of a skilful education lies in watehing over the associations of 
ideas and feelings which are focmed in the mind of the child, in 
presentittj; objects and truths so to his view that he shall fonn^nick 
associations as are desirable and according to the reality «f things^ 
in guarding him against unhappy or improper associations, and in 
dissolving those of the latter kind when they happen to have been 

^formed. A knowledge of this general subject is also necessm^^ 
that a person may become better acquainted with his own heart, 
may learn what is the sin which aaost easily besets him, and may 
obtain that general knowledge of human nature, which is univ»r* 
sally and justly esteemed so highly important 

On this subject see Karnes^ Elements of Criticism, VoL i. chap« 
i. Hamilton on Education, Vol. i. and Stewart on the Mind, Vol* 
i. chap. 5. Miss Hamilton's Letters on Education, though erro- 
neous in a few points, and considerably deftetwe on the subjeot of 
religious instruction, are worthy to be thoroughly studied by eveiy 
one whose province it may be 

" To teach the young idea how to shoof 
It is earnestly nacommended, tlmt either this, or some other work. 
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contaiomg the elementary principlet of edwrntioBy ke imnMI r^g|i|^ 
lar $iudy in academies <md bowrdtng^sehooh* 
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Dr. Withenpoon is correct, aa (ar aa' he goea. Children maj/y 
•OXXTIMK8, be rewarded << for doing weU,** with << sweetmeats 
and play things.^' Bat much caution is necessary, to prevent 
their placing too high a valne on the gratification of appetite. They 
are very prone to this error, from the circumstance, that from the 
gratificatioD of appetite, their first, and, during a considerable pe- 
riody their principal ei^oyment is necessarily derived. As soon, 
then, as they became capable of higher enjoyments, they ^ould be 
tsMght to appreciate them according to their superior value. They 
ifeoidd be led, lor instance, to consider the approbation and smile 
ef the parent, a reward more to be desired than a cake or a toy. 
instead of tfaisj how often are they treated in a manner, which in- 
creases the predominance of appetite, and thus gives additional 
strength to the selfish principle. The manner in wliich parents 
frequently speak of the fbodthat is brought upon the table, in case 
either the quality or the cooking-is either a little better or not' quite 
so good as usual, necessarily makes an impression upon the mind 
of the child, (and too often correctly enough), that* these circum- 
stances are very interesting to the parent, and are considered by 
him as of very great importance. Especially, when the mother is 
the cook, and is led, by the office, to be discriminating and obser- 
ving in the various qualities of food, she is the more liable to man- 
ifest much satisfaction on some occasions, and to make many apol- 
ogies on others. The infiuence which this must have on the mind 
of the child, is obvious. 

Nor should children be left to suppose, that the onry motives 
from which they ought to perform beneficent actions, are, that they 
may be rewarded, either with a cake, or a toy, or even with a 
smile of approbation. Let them be taught to consider the happi- 
ness of others a sufficient reason for acting; and to deny theraseh-es,. 
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or wOlbigif loffiBr fCRBie prlvatioa, '^HKn'Hitjrcai iyy tiiiis weraui 
promote the happiness of others inaffreaterdefree. Let them be 
tani^t too, to do good for the sake of obeying th^ commands of God^ 
of (leasing him, and gaining his approbation. The consideration, 
that a child may be, as yet, entuely selfish, is no reason why he 
dioold be left ignorant that he is capable of acting, and that it is 
his duty to act, from a more exalted principle. 
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Thx opinion of Dr. €rokhmi^ re^ieoting such writngs, is Tery 
noticoaible : <^ Above all things,*^ he oboerres, ^ nerer let hkn tXMKsb 
a rtnnaBce or novel. These paint beauty in colon more oba^sing 
tiian nature, and describe happiness that man never tastes. Hchr 
dehnive, how destructive, are those pictures of consummate lrfk»! 
They leach the youtiifbl nulnd io sigh after beauty md happiness 
vHitch never existed ; to despise the little good which fortune has 
mixed in our cup, by expect&ig more than she ever gave ; and, 
in genera], take the word of a man who has seen the world, and 
has studied human nature more by experience than precept, take 
my word ibr it, I say, that such books teach us very little of the 
world.*' 

The heart at thirty is by no means the softer, for our weeping 
at fifteen over the sorrows of Werter; nor are we better qualified 
for te duties of recU life, by being much conversant with scenes 
tet never existed but in imagination. 



NoTftB. PageSS. 

FjtOM the importance of a similarity of << education, taste, wmA 
habits of life,-*' may be seen the danger of choosing a companittB, 
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Im^hekae tke coBBezioa can takeplace. HowttversiHtable two 
ittdifidiiak may he for «aeh other at the time the engag^neiit in 
andey their subseqoeiit e^icatioa and habits m^y be so dissimilar^ 
that the case will, in a few years, be altogether changed, in youtb| 
4ke character is Uabld to become, even in a short period, very 
much altered ; and unless the alteration is, in each, neariy ttae 
same, (which is often far from being the case) it is impossible thi^ 
they should continue to be as agreeable or as suitable to each other 
as at first. Perhaps no case of this kind is more frequent, thip 
where a young man receires a liberal education. While pursuing 
this coarse, he experiences a great change in his taste and in his 
intellectual character ; in conseiquence of which he finds, that such 
society and couTersation as he ibm^rj^ preferred, gradually ceases 
to interest. And especially he finds, that the object of former ten- 
der ottaclweilt, (if he had fixed upon one, and if her eduQaetion 
has been neglected) possesses less power to please. The various 
sympathies, in which their souk once mingled, are gone. It i» 
not that his affection is transferred to another. It is not that his 
heart has ceased to be susceptible of tender emotion. But the uni^ 
son of soul has ceased. No longer does every sensation that rises 
in the breast of the one, touch a responsive chord in the breast of 
the other. They are no longer inclined to converse upon the same 
tofifics ; they have become iaeapable of participating in each oth- 
«i^s joys. ^ Most of the things which interest and please her, haf« 
«eased to interest and please him. The things which chiefly inte- 
rest and please him, she has never formed a taste to relish or a ca- 
pacity to understand. She wonders at the change ; but knows 
not how to account for it : and imagines, perhaps, that it is chiefly 
owing to fickleness in |ier friend. He perceives the cause of the 
evil, but cannot explain it to one who is ignorant of the philoso- 
phy of the human mind. What shall he do ? He sighs at the remem- 
brance of former days ; feels that they can never return ; drops a 
tear over the grave of his fond anticipations ; — andJUesfi'om her 
4ffham once he loved. Perhaps this is a criminal step. It certainly 
is, if taken without mutual consent and in violation of a formal and 
unconditional engagement, fiut it must be a sacred obligation, 
which can bind him to marry one, who can never be a suitable 
■Companion, and who is unqualified to promote his hi^ppinets or 
nngfnhipis in the itatiiQa* whi^k he is to fill. 
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What is the remedj of this evil, so serious, and yet so frequent ? 
Let young men wait, before they enter into any engagement, tiM 
they know what kind of companion they shall want. And let ikt 
young female beware, hoto the receives the vows of onej whMe t(u(e^ 
and habitty and intellectual eharactery are yet to be formed. If the 
lady possesses a capacity and desire of improvement, and her edu- 
cation is likely to bear some proportion to that of the gentlemaa, 
the danger is diminished, and some advantages may arise from an 
early connexion. But if she is to remain in statu quo, it is moral- 
ly certain, that her hopes will be disappointed. In general, there 
is BO much uncertainty, what changes education, and perhaps re- 
ligion, may make in .the character of one or the other of the par- 
ties, that it is safest for young persons to postpone all engagements 
of this kind, till their intellectual and moral character is formed,, 
and till they know what station in society they shall fill. 
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It is undoubtedly a fact, &at women seldom make^ any great 
advances, either in elegance of taste, or in the cultivation of the 
mental powers, after they enter the conjugal state. It is hence 
easy to see the importance of making all the improvement possible, 
while they remain single. This is especially important in the case 
of females who expect to fill the higher stations in society. It 
would be a trite topic, to expatiate on tiie general imporCaoce of 
female education. A happy change is taking place in the pubKe 
mind, and in the public practice, on^this subject Men have 
leamed,^ that females have minds capable of high cultivation ; and 
they feel, that for &lady to be very JvnCy is a poor atonement for 
her being, very ignorant. Some females, too, have been* conscious 
of their own powers^ and have shown what attainments in mental 
excellence the 'sex is capable of making. Nor need we fear, lest 
much learning should make females mad. The reason why we see 
that to be sometimes the case, is, that learmng is so uncommoiL a 
thing among them. The present insipidity of the conversatioii ia 
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most polite circleiH-made up of little fac^ and detafls, with minute 
and trifling comments upon them, — ^is in no small degree owing to 
the general want of cultivation in the female mind. But the blame 
does not rest whoDy on the fair. Not unfrequently, when they 
would fain unite in giving the conversation a more dignified tone, 
tiiey are discountenanced. It seems, indeed, to be the opinion of 
some men of education, as well as others, that the moment a gen- 
tleman comes into the company of young ladies, he is absolved 
from the duly of talking sense. 
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